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INTRODUCTION
Vast is the literature on everyday life in Paris under the German occupation.
Apart from the many testimonials of the inhabitants, there are those of the
Nazi occupants, together with several accounts by Americans who were free
to remain in Paris after the German arrival and until Pearl Harbor.1 Among
the many historians, of those writing in English three stand out: David PryceJones (1981), Alan Riding (2011), and David Drake (2015).
This short work is presented as a modest contribution. What gives it its place
are its unpublished primary sources, even when they are submerged in the
swell of secondary sources.
The primary sources may be relatively few, but it was these that inspired the
author to produce his account. It all stems from an academic experiment of
short duration in the 1980s, when he invited his senior class in History at The
American University of Paris to work on the French press.
The author had already learnt, from his time in Toulouse under the direction
of Jacques Godechot, Dean of the Faculté des Lettres et Sciences Humaines,
of the vital importance of the press as primary source. Never was the
examination of the press more useful than in the process of studying a
dictatorship, whether it be Franco’s Spain or France under Hitler. Where there
is no press freedom, then the press represents the frank and honest expression
of the government and of those who choose to serve it. Nothing published in
that press is out of line with government policy, or if it is, it is quickly
liquidated.
Just as my work Franco and the Axis Stigma, based on Franco’s four-cornered
press,2 can be taken as an indication of how much more can be achieved by
widening the search, so the present work could encourage professors to invite
their students (those with sufficient language ability) to engage in further
investigation. As with Franco and the Axis Stigma, a limit to the extent of the
research was automatically imposed, and here in this study only a few of the
Such a one was Edmund Pendleton, organist at the American Church at 65 Quai d’Orsay, and later Composer in
Residence at The American College in Paris. Before he was forced to leave France, he allegedly hid in the church’s attic
certain personnel who were on the run from the Nazi authorities.
2 Army, Church, Monarchy, Falange. Each had its organ in the mainstream Spanish press.
1
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key moments in the war could be examined. Many times more such key events
could be investigated, to the great benefit of our knowledge of that time.
The originality of the present work thus lies in its coverage of the
collaborationist press, both in what it reveals of social and political life in Paris
and in what it reports on unfolding events at selected moments in the period
of the Occupation.
In covering a period of well over four years, the author recognizes the
imbalance in his survey. Let it be said in reply that the work, however
truncated, brings to a much studied theme a fresh inside look.

DWP
November 14, 2017
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June 23, 1940, Place de Trocadéro. Hitler makes his only visit to Paris. He is standing with
his chief architect Albert Speer (left) and his favorite sculptor, Arno Becker.

12

The first German parade in Paris. Wehrmacht troops skirt the Arc de Triomphe and march
down the Champs-Elysées.

13

The victory parade, Avenue Foch.

The everyday parade, Champs-Elysées.

14

July 12, 1940. The new Vichy government. From left. Paul Baudouin (Foreign Minister), Pierre Laval (Prime
Minister), Marshal Pétain, General Maxime Weygand. Behind on the left, Admiral François Darlan.

November 13, 1941. General Otto von Stülpnagel, the Militärbefehlshaber Frankreich, receives Fernand de
Brinon, Vichy’s representative in the Zone Nord.
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The capital’s new look. The signpost in the Place de l’Opéra. On the opposite side of the
square was the Kommandantur von Gross-Paris.
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Rue de Rivoli, Paris. The Nazi flag flies over the requisitioned Hôtel Continental.
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Three Wehrmacht officers strolling in the Place de l’Opéra. Below, two Wehrmacht
auxiliaries (grisettes) shopping in Au Printemps.
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The Soldatenkaffee on the Champs-Elysées.

September 1941. La Foire de Paris. The German consul general Rudolph Schleier
and General Ernst von Schaumburg, commanding the Greater Paris garrison.
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Two styles of transport as the new taxi service, in the Bois de Boulogne.

An everyday queue for bread.
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March 5, 1944, Trocadéro. Léon Degrelle, leader of the Belgian Rexist Party, speaks in the
Palais de Chaillot. He is standing with Karl Oberg, head of the Gestapo in Paris.
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Karl Oberg, head of the Gestapo in France (right), talking with Joseph Darnand, head of
the Milice.

August 1943. German recruiters sign up volunteers for the LVF (Waffen-SS).

23

French volunteers for the Waffen-SS march out of their barracks at Clignancourt.

June 1944. Parade of the LVF as Waffen-SS on the Champs-Elysées.
Below, their departure for the Eastern front.

25

1. A CITY IN MORTAL DREAD
For weeks the thought of occupation had preoccupied every mind.
Our scene opens with Paris half-empty, silent, in terrified
anticipation. Three-fifths of the capital’s three million inhabitants
were fleeing or had fled, and its press fled with them.
Up to the moment it fled, and from the moment it returned, the
press remained the city's chief source of information, whatever the
location of its journals.
*****
From May 12, 1940, the city was thus gripped by a tension
unprecedented in its history, a sense of doom unparalleled. The
response of the press was to indulge in delusional reports. In midMay, Paris-Soir reported fancifully of French troops adjusting to the
attacks by Stuka dive-bombers and were “quickly learning how to
dodge the bullets.” On May 12, with the German breakthrough at
Sedan, General Alphonse Georges, commanding the Northeast
Front, reacted by flinging himself into a chair and bursting into tears.
Churchill, on his visit to Paris on May 16, saw “utter dejection
written on every face.” Le Matin claimed on May 18 that the
Luftwaffe had lost three times as many planes as the Allies. Le Jour
asserted: “The enemy is winning on the map, but that is the extent of
his success. His offensive is a failure.”3 In its issue of June 11, 1940,
Le Matin, the second biggest daily in France, still expressed
defiance: “Even before Jesus Christ, foreigners sought to capture
Paris, but even in the worst of times, Paris never succumbed. Paris
will never succumb.” The French Army was still fighting, it insisted.
“Neither its morale nor its solidity has been crushed.”4 In the same
issue, Prime Minister Paul Reynaud wrote from Bordeaux: “France,
wounded but valiant and on her feet, is fighting for other peoples as
for her own.” He reported the promise he had received from
Churchill, who was about to offer France common citizenship with

3
4

DRAKE 2015 pp. 40, 41, 43, 48.
FABRY 1940.
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the United Kingdom.5 “The maximum possible British military aid
is now being given to the French forces that are struggling so
valiantly in defense of the common cause.” Reynaud added, “France
might be forced to surrender, but the Government should move to
North Africa and continue the war from there.”6 The same issue ran
captions on the upper left- and right- hand side of the paper giving
simplified English grammar and the conversion of pounds into
grams. A small article reported: “Morocco is entirely on the side of
France.”7 The next day, June 12, marked the last edition of a free
Paris newspaper. Calling itself the Édition parisienne de guerre, it
consisted of a one-page recto-verso sheet produced in the name of
three Paris papers, Le Journal, Le Matin and Le Petit Journal with a
slogan on the masthead calling on its readers to “Hold fast.… even
though.” Its two pages carried precious little news, A columnist
reported fancifully: “Our divisions are mounting a relentless
counter-attack and inflicting serious losses on the enemy.”8 On June
12, as all mainline railway stations closed, Reynaud announced that
Paris was to be an open city.

5

The drafting of the proposal began on June 14, and official talks opened on June 17. Earlier than that, on
March 28, Britain and France had agreed not to conclude a separate peace.
6 REYNAUD 1940.
7 Le Matin, June 11, 1940. The same issue ran captions on the upper left and right hand side of the paper
giving simplified English grammar and the conversion of pounds into grams.
8 DRAKE 2015 p.59.
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2. THE WEHRMACHT SAVORS ITS VICTORY
Three days later, on June 14, the German Army entered Paris, which
had been declared an open city. Two images of that scene remain
indelible in French memory. Wehrmacht troops march around the
Arc de Triomphe and parade down Avenue Foch.9 There, on the
same avenue used by Colonel de La Rocque for his pre-war rightwing parades, the commander of the German 30th Infantry Division,
General Kurt von Briesen, saluted his victorious troops from his
horse. The second indelible memory is that of a Frenchman, no doubt
a veteran of the First World War, weeping to see the German troops
marching past.10 There were suicides, among them Comte Thierry de
Martel, the director and surgeon in chief of the American Hospital.11
Two giant red flags bearing the swastika of the Reich were hoisted
onto the Eiffel Tower and on to the Arc de Triomphe, but both were
withdrawn on the same evening at the request of the Paris counselors,
on a rare occasion when the Germans still listened to the French.
Elsewhere, the same huge banners colored the streets, and across the
façade of the Chambre des Députés ran the slogan, visible from the
right bank of the Seine and for years ahead, DEUTSCHLAND SIEGT
AUF ALLEN FRONTEN.

The Wehrmacht’s first two orders introduced a time change (with
the clock moving forward one hour to adjust to German time), and a
curfew set originally at 9 pm to 5 am. Anyone caught between those
hours was risking his life. Thirty Métro stations were closed. The
press and radio abruptly stopped. The City of Light took on the look
of a desert. Roger Langeron, who had been the city’s Commissioner
of Police for the last six years, was retained in office and now
stressed the absolute need for order and discipline.12 Langeron was a
well-known figure. His words were harsh, but reassuring. The new

9

The avenue was quickly renamed Avenue du Bois, to spare the occupiers the memory of the Supreme
Allied Commander in the First World War.
10 Less than two-fifths of the population of Paris had remained in the capital. Photographs of crowds
welcoming German troops on the Champs Élysées were the first product of Nazi propaganda, which used
German civil servants brought into Paris.
11 Martel, in desperation, swallowed strychnine on the same day, leaving this message for the American
Ambassador, William C. Bullitt, who had appointed him: “I promised you I would not leave Paris”.
MAUROIS 1961.
12 LANGERON 1940.
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Le Matin praised him again as “the safe guardian of peace through
his tireless efforts to build entente with the German authorities.”13
Meanwhile to the south the fighting continued, until on June 18
the new French Prime Minister, Marshal Philippe Pétain, issued an
order that was the headline that day of Le Matin: “France must lay
down her arms.” The French people could now take stock of the
situation they found themselves in.
On the individual personal level, this would be called critical
trauma. The psychologist would advise the patient to look for
perspective, on the grounds that previous trauma could serve to
cushion the shock. There had been two other occasions in the last
125 years, in 1815 and in 1870. But neither of these was in the same
class. For a parallel it would be necessary to think farther back, to
Gaul succumbing to Rome, at the end of which nothing was left of
Gaul except some stones and half a dozen words.
Every dawn reawakened the burning shame of an unprecedented
defeat. Each morning the press torched the feet of the guilty men.
Stalin and his pact with Hitler, which more than anything was the
cause of war, were never mentioned in the press, even though Paris
was aware that the Soviet Ambassador, Aleksandr E. Bogomolov
(who had arrived at his post on March 20), was in this first week
hosting a reception to the Nazis at his Embassy on the rue de
Grenelle.

13

Le Matin, June 23, 1940.
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3. REPERCUSSIONS OF THE RIBBENTROPMOLOTOV PACT
Equally known to some were the machinations of the French
Communist Party (PCF). Its reaction to the Ribbentrop-Molotov Pact
of August 23, 1939, was expressed by its secretary-general, Maurice
Thorez, two days later: “If Hitler, in spite of everything, unleashes
war, then let him know that he will find the French people ranged
against him in their entirety, the Communists in the front rank, in the
defense of the nation.”14 L'Humanité, the organ of the Party, carried
a similar message in its issue of the following day: “If Hitler dares
to carry out the action he is contemplating, the French Communists
... will be in the front rank of those defending Republican France
against its enemies.”15 The Spanish Communist press in France had
given similar assurances: “Today we are closer to peace than we
were a week ago,” wrote its leading journal.16 Another Communist
journal saw in the Pact the guarantee of Soviet assistance: “Germany
will know that [the USSR] will come to the help of the Western
democracies if they are the victims of aggression, just as it will come
to the help of any nation so guaranteed. In no sense, then, can it be
said that the Pact leaves Germany a free hand in the West.”17
Such asseverations were not enough to spare the Party from the
fury of the Daladier government, which responded the next day,
August 25, 1939, by closing down both its press and its bookshops.
In spite of the government’s action, the PCF maintained its position,
On September 1, the day Hitler unleashed the Wehrmacht on Poland,
the Communist parliamentary group, now severely weakened by
defections, published a similar resolution: “The Communists will
prove themselves the best defenders of the nation’s democracy and
independence.” And on September 6, Marcel Cachin, editor in chief
of L’Humanité, circulated a letter to all his colleagues in the Senate:
“We repeat that the Communists will be in the front rank to crush the
perpetrators of this criminal violation of peace…. Communist
L’Humanité, August 28, 1939. The words in italics conform to the original.
DARNER 1939. This was the last issue of L’Humanité before it reappeared in clandestine form.
16 La Voz de los Españoles, August 26, 1939.
17 Catalunya, August 26, 1939.
14
15
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members of parliament who are liable for call-up, with Maurice
Thorez in the lead, have joined their units.”
Some did not stay for long. When France declared war, Thorez
responded by deserting in the field. He had been assigned to a unit
of military engineers near Chauny, to the northeast of Paris. On
Stalin's signal he fled to Belgium, intending to set an example for all
Communists. He was already in Russia when the French
Government, on February 17, 1940, stripped him of his French
citizenship. Two months later, with France in the front line of the
blitzkrieg, the clandestine L’Humanité issued a new Communist
manifesto: “When two gangsters fight, honest men are not obliged
to go to the help of the one simply because the other has dealt him a
blow below the belt.”18
The swiftness of the French capitulation was a shock and a severe
blow to Stalin, who now ordered Jacques Duclos in Brussels to send
Maurice Tréand as agent to Paris with instructions to approach the
Germans with a request to allow L’Humanité to reopen. In Paris
Tréand was arrested by the French police, but on June 25 he was
released on German orders. While the Germans refused to allow the
journal to be published openly, they took no measures to suppress it,
so that it appeared as an underground journal.
L'Humanité clandestine, as it became known, announced in its
first issue on July 1: “Those who criminally declared war on
September 3, those who still refused to make peace once Poland was
encircled, and then failed to prepare for war, have a terrible
reckoning to make.” Three days later, it wrote: “THE PEOPLE OF
FRANCE WANT PEACE.” They demand that strict measures be taken
against those who, under orders from imperialist Britain, would like
to drag France once again into war.” The same issue included: “It is
particularly comforting, in these unhappy times, to see many Parisian
workers mixing in friendship with the German soldiers, whether in
the street or in the neighborhood bistro. Good work, comrades, even
if that upsets certain bourgeois as stupid as they are inept.”19 A week
18
19

L’Humanité, May 15, 1940.
L’Humanité, July 4, 1940.
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later, under the headline “FRANCO-GERMAN FRIENDSHIP,” we read:
“Friendly conversations multiply between Parisian workers and
German soldiers. We are delighted. Let us learn to know one another.
And when you tell the German soldiers that Communist députés
were thrown into prison for having defended the cause of peace, …
you are working for Franco-German fraternity.”20 The Party was
powerless to keep its blunders hidden, and what it faced in
consequence was bottomless contempt from almost every side.

L’Humanité, July 13, 1940. At the time of the Liberation, Communists entered the Bibliothèque
Nationale and removed all copies of the clandestine issues of L’Humanité, replacing them with fraudulent
issues. For a considerable time, this was not detected, but in the 1970s the Bibliothèque produced a bound
album of the original issues and put it on display at the entrance to the library, inviting all visitors to
compare the original versions with the fraudulent issues that the Communists had inserted in their place.
20
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4. FRENCH DEFEAT AND THE BLAME GAME
Instead of the Soviet Union, the target of rebuke in the refashioned
French press was perfidious Albion. Le Cri du Peuple took the lead,
with the charge that “England sent us neither soldiers nor military
matériel. There are no lack of places in Africa where England will
pay dearly for the crimes she committed against France.”21 Paris
Soir made much of the comment by General Walter von Reichenau,
who allegedly praised the performance of the French military, “who
could have defended France better if the British had sacrificed a few
more men at Dunkirk in order to save French matériel.”22 Le Matin
railed against Churchill's “last minute” proposal to unite the British
and French people. Twisting the words of the proposal, Le
Matin spoke of a “British occupation,” with the French becoming
British subjects and the British free to become French or not.23 As
for the appeal of General de Gaulle on the BBC, Charles Pomaret, as
Vichy Minister of the Interior, replied that de Gaulle was not a part
of the Government; his declarations therefore meant nothing and
should be ignored.24 Britain, wrote Le Matin in its editorial of June
22, was duplicitous, fighting on French soil while bombing Rouen
and Amiens. It made no mention of Britain's determination to fight
all the way to victory. Britain’s stubborn resistance soon became a
new cause of resentment. “Why continue in a hopeless cause?
Germany has won the war. It is now all over. England cannot hold.”
And when England showed signs of holding, it was presented as
“pure obstinacy, empty misplaced pride.” Such was the sentiment
of Jean Luchaire, whose Nouveaux Temps favored collaboration
from the start: “Full collaboration will not be possible until after
Britain’s defeat.”25 Few in Paris had any doubt about that.
Anti-British sentiment did not slacken, especially after the British
naval action at Mers el-Kebir on July 3, 1940. Reaction was uniform.
A poster appeared all over Paris showing a wounded French sailor
21

Le Cri du Peuple, July 15, 1941.
Paris-Soir, July 4, 1940.
23 "La France demande un armistice," Le Matin, June 19, 1940.
24 Le Matin, June 20, 1940. Charles Pomaret served as Minister of the Interior only from June 16 to June
27, 1940, when he returned to his former post of Minister of Labor. On October 2, 1940 he was interned
for his criticism of Marshal Pétain.
25 LUCHAIRE 1940.
22
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in the sea and carrying the slogan “Don’t forget Oran.”26 Lucien
Bourguès in Le Petit Parisien spoke for many in referring to it as
“this abominable, this senseless act,” and returned to the earlier
theme: “The French Army had yielded only because it was
inadequately supported by the British.”27 Aujourd’hui wrote on
September 14, at the climax of the Battle of Britain: “In London,
high society dances to the sound of jazz, while the common people
hunker down in the platforms of the Underground.” The same
journal added: “If [Ernest] Bevin is called into the Churchill Cabinet,
it’s to show some consideration toward the middle class [sic].28 After
all, they are the ones who have to face the strain of this senseless
war, started and continued by British plutocrats.”29 There was a
better way: “The United States of Europe. You gave it the name, dear
Victor Hugo.”30 France, wrote Les Nouveaux Temps, had found its
answer. “Automatically, the strongest wills, the keenest energies,
have taken control of collective life. Freed from her political and
bureaucratic shackles, France breathes again, having rescued herself
from disaster, without forfeiting her dignity or her personality.”31
Meanwhile on Radio France and Radio City, which had been set up
in the former Cinéma Normandie on the Champs-Elysées, JeanHérold-Paquis sounded forth like Cato on his favorite theme:
“L'Angleterre delenda est.”
When not spewing its hatred on Britain, the press cast its blame
on the Third Republic. “Dupes that we were,” wrote Le Matin, “to
be dragged into this stupid war by the bad shepherds. Hatred is a bad
counselor, but we should seek the cause of our misfortune so that we
do not fall again into the pit.”32 Paris-Soir described the Third
Republic as a State given to favoritism, parasitism, nepotism, and
irresponsibility: “While Germany was going without butter, we were
denying ourselves guns.”33 Aujourd'hui mocked the press of the “two

26

DRAKE 2015 p. 80.
Le Petit Parisien, July 5, 1940.
28 Bevin, the son of a London grocer, was second only to Clement Attlee in the British Labour Party. In
the UK, throughout his life, he was admired by all, the more so when he fell victim to Stalin’s special
vilification.
29 Aujourd`hui, October 4, 1940.
30 Aujourd`hui, October 28, 1940.
31 Les Nouveaux Temps, November 1, 1940.
32 Le Matin, June 21, 1940.
33 Paris-Soir, June 21, 1940.
27
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hundred families that ran the Front Populaire,”34 together with the
General Staff, “disunited earlier in front of honor and now united to
receive the honors.”35 Paris-Soir in mid-July published an article by
“General X” blaming the defeat on the lack of imagination of
General Maxime Weygand. Les Nouveaux Temps described the
plight of the French troops in that spring, “without leaders, without
weapons, exhausted and often starving, understanding nothing of
their adventure except that they were at the mercy of matériel ten
times their superior, under skies often bereft of French and British
aircraft. It was Gamelin and Weygand who did not want to die for
the cause.”36

34

Aujourd'hui, September 10, 1944
Aujourd'hui, September 19, 1940.
36 FLANDIN 1940.
35
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5. HITLER’S VISIT TO PARIS
Adolf Hitler had yearned for most of his life to visit Paris, to admire
not its paintings but its architecture. Now as Führer he made his one
and only visit, only nine days after the Wehrmacht had entered the
city.
Hitler and his entourage were staying in a village in northern
France, from which all the inhabitants had been cleared.37 Since
Hitler considered architecture more important than painting, the
entourage included his chief architect Albert Speer and his favorite
sculptor Arnold Breker, and it was only these two that Hitler wanted
as his close companions on his visit to the capital,38 with the result
that the only first-hand accounts of the visit stem from Speer’s
published memoirs, Hoffmann published memoirs, and Breker’s
unpublished recollections passed on in later interviews. To Breker
Hitler confided: Paris has always fascinated me. For years I’ve been
desperately keen to go there. Now the gates of the city are open to
me. And I want to be surrounded by artists.”39 Speer and Breker were
given field-grey uniforms to blend in with the military and SS
uniforms worn by the rest of the party.
Hitler’s party landed at Le Bourget at 5.30 am on June 23, 1940.40
They proceeded to the capital in a motorcade of five Mercedes
limousines41 led by the Führer who as usual sat beside the driver,
with Speer and Breker in the bucket seats; the architect Hermann
Giessler and two SS adjutants, one of whom was Brückner, sat in the
rear seats.

37

In his account of this time, Albert Speer (p. 170) names the village Bruly le Peche (sic), near Sedan. No
village in France exists by such a name or similar name. Either Speer is mistaken, or the village was razed.
38Speer makes no mention of Martin Bormann in the party, but his book carries a photograph in which
Bormann is visible. The absence of Goebbels is surprising. The Goebbels Diaries carries the annotation (p.
123): “The last part of June 16, 1940 to the first part of June 25, 1940 is missing.” Instead of June 23,
Goebbels visited the city twice in 1940. On July 1, at the Opera, he met Serge Lifar, who had earlier missed
the opportunity to meet Hitler. On his second visit to Paris on October 19, 1940, in the company of the
Reichsmarschall, he wrote in his diary: “Paris is pulsating with life once more. I stroll through the streets
with Goering to the Casino de Paris” (GOEBBELS 1982, p. 180).
39 RIDING 2011 p. 365n9; DRAKE 2015 p. 76.
40 DRAKE 2015 points out (p. 483n63) that even historians are in dispute regarding the date, He himself
opts (wrongly) for June 28.
41 DRAKE 2015 gives (p. 76) the number of cars as five, but SPEER (p. 171) refers to only three.
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The motorcade entered the city not from the northwest and the
Champs-Elysees but from the northeast, through Aubervilliers and a
corner of the capital’s communist heartland. Well might Hitler have
pondered on the irony that the Nazi-Soviet Pact of August 23, under
which his new ally Stalin was feeding him vast supplies of raw
materials,42 had further reduced the risk of his assassination, unless
it came from some loose Spanish anarchist group in exile. The
convoy then proceeded down the Rue Lafayette. He had chosen a
Sunday, and Speer and Breker recalled that the only Parisians that
caught sight of Hitler’s party were a few French policemen, some
city cleaners, and some newspaper sellers, but it is certain that in the
course of the early morning, and the opening of church services,
more people had the chance to notice Hitler’s entourage.
The convoy made its first stop at the Opera Garnier. Colonel Hans
Speidel, who had been assigned by the MbF, was waiting on the
steps. Speer recounts that Hitler “went into ecstasies about its
beauty.” He stayed there 50 minutes. From the Opera Hitler was
driven along the boulevard Capucines to the Madeleine, where he
stopped only 5 minutes before proceeding to the Place de la
Concorde. At that point, as he entered the Champs-Elysees, the hood
of his convertible was opened and Hitler stood up in the front seat.
The avenue was virtually deserted. On to and around the Arc de
Triomphe and along the avenue Foch to Trocadéro, where Hitler
stood for Hoffmann’s camera in the iconic pose, with Speer and
Breker at his side. Hitler gazed at the height of the Eiffel Tower, no
doubt reminding Speer that Germania’s tower would be higher and
its amphitheatre large enough to seat 180,000.
Crossing the Seine on the Pont d'Iéna, Hitler passed by the
Champs de Mars and onward to the Invalides. Before or during his
visit he ordered the demolition of two Parisian statues. One was to
Edith Cavell, a British nurse whom the Germans had executed in
Brussels in 1915 for helping Allied soldiers to escape; there was to
be no reminder of how the First World War ended. The second
monument stood on the south side of the Invalides and in honor of
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General Charles Mangin, known to the Germans as “the Butcher.”43
Inside the Invalides, in front of Napoleon’s mausoleum, Hitler
placed his hat on the ledge and pondered a long moment.
From there the convoy drove to the Chambre des Députés, and
thence to Saint Sulpice and the Palais de Luxembourg, seat of the
French Senate and now chosen as the Luftwaffe headquarters. An
enormous Blockhaus was under construction on its eastern side. At
the Pantheon, Speer tells us that Hitler was impressed by its
proportions, rather than by its style, and added that he showed no
special interest in any of the sites remaining in his tour. But at this
point the visit was marked by a strange interlude not recorded by
Speer. Hitler actually was seen walking down the Boulevard SaintMichel before picking up his limousine at the Saint-Germain
crossroads. From there to the Sainte-Chapelle, Palais de Justice,
Notre-Dame, Hôtel de Ville, Place des Vosges and back to the Rue
de Rivoli, passing the Louvre without stopping, to the Tuileries and
the Jeu de Paume. Then back to the Place de l’Opéra, turning right
towards La Trinité and up the hill to Place Pigalle and finally to Sacré
Coeur, where Speer remembers him standing for a long time
surrounded by his SS escort, while many churchgoers recognized
him but ignored him. The tour ended at 9 a.m., after two and a half
hours, and the party returned swiftly to Le Bourget.
Speer also mentions that in the course of the tour, Hitler raised
the question of a victory parade in Paris, discussing it with his
adjutants and Colonel Hans Speidel. He decided against it, giving as
his reason the danger of harassment by RAF fighter-bombers.
However, he said later: “I am not in the mood for a victory parade.
We aren’t at the end yet.”44 Thus ended an historic event which was
recorded by only two eye-witnesses, Speer and Breker.
Back in the village on the evening of the tour, Speer recounts that
he was alone with the Führer in the peasant house when Hitler said:
After the war, the French Government kept his memory alive by inscribing on the plinth “démoli par les
envahisseurs allemands.” The plinth in turn was demolished, and a new monument to Mangin was erected
in the Place du Salvador farther to the south of the Invalides.
44 SPEER pp. 171-173. RIDING 2011 pp. 56. 160, 176, 365n9; DRAKE 2015 76, 483n63. DESBOIS
« Hitler et Paris, » documentary, Paris TV Channel RMC Découverte TNT 24, August 18, 2017.
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“Wasn’t Paris beautiful? But Berlin must be made more beautiful. In
the past I often considered whether we would have to destroy Paris.”
He continued with great calm, wrote Speer, as if he were talking
about the most natural thing in the world. “But when we are finished
in Berlin,” added Hitler, “Paris will only be a shadow. So why should
we destroy it?” With that, wrote Speer, he was dismissed.
“A man-hating nihilist,” was Speer’s comment in summing up his
impressions of the tour. But not so hateful a man that Speer did not
continue to serve him most loyally to the end. As for the destruction
of Paris later, Lutetia non est delenda.45
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6. VICHY SEEN FROM PARIS
On October 11, Pétain spoke on radio, darkly and ominously: “The
new regime must free itself from so-called traditional friendships.”
This stopped short, however, of leading France into war with its
former ally, as others were suggesting. After his one and only
meeting with Hitler, at Montoire on October 24, the Maréchal
proclaimed: “The idea of vengeance is totally alien to our spirit. The
war has only one victor, and it is a matter of making peace with the
victor.”46 Le Petit Parisien wrote: “Our conqueror had the power to
destroy us. Instead he has offered us the choice of collaboration. A
door has opened that not only spares us dishonor and death but gives
us, in the New Europe, a place, a space of our own.”47
It was noticeable that the Paris press frequently criticized the
Vichy regime without attacking the Maréchal himself. L'Atelier's
attacks on Vichy were at times incessant, but Pétain remained above
the fray, his worst crime being that he allowed himself to be deceived
by the ministers around him.48 One journalist went too far in his
criticicism. In Aujourd`hui, its director Henri Jeanson asked in his
editorial: “By whom are we governed? What does the Government
represent? Vichy wants to bring us ‘La France de la défaite’.”49
Jeanson scoffed at Pétain’s “Revolution against unemployment.”
Again, “A High Commissioner of Unemployment has now been
appointed. That is at least one less unemployed…. Generals and
other officers on the reserve list now automatically become
burocrats, while the burocrats join the unemployed.”50 Jeanson did
not tire. “To manage an important department in a Ministry,” he
reported, “this woman was paid 30,000 FF a year. She has been fired
and replaced by a colonel, at a salary of 150,000 FF a year. The
Vichy State is a block of private egos on which very few people can
rely.”51
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48 L'Atelier, August 23, 1941.
49 Aujourd`hui, September 25, 1940.
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51 Aujourd`hui, October 21, 1940.
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Reaction was swift. In November the German authorities
summoned Jeanson to take a public position against the Jews and to
state his support of the Vichy government. Jeanson refused and
resigned. The Argentine novelist Georges Suarez replaced him. In
his first wobbly editorial, he proclaimed: “It wasn’t France that
wanted war. It was democracy, that germination that flows
spontaneously from the mediocrity of parliamentarianism.”52 Les
Nouveaux Temps proposed: “Let’s put our trust in the elderly
Maréchal, who never once shirked responsibility and who stands out
in history as a man always ready to take on the heaviest tasks, never
weakening, never boasting.”53
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Aujourd`hui, November 22, 1940. Suárez was to be the very first journalist to face trial after the
Liberation. He was sentenced to death on October 23, 1944 and guillotined in Fort Montrouge on
November 5.
53 Les Nouveaux Temps, November 1, 1940.
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7. PÉTAIN TO THE RESCUE
Pétain, from the beginning, was France’s savior, her rescuer from
mediocrity, her Diocletian. His image was everywhere. One could
not turn on the radio or pick up a magazine without hearing his voice
or seeing his face. He was alternately the pastor leading the flock,
the wise old man who returns to see his grandchildren, chiding them
for their faults, the schoolmaster strict but kind, the dignified man of
letters, and most of all, the doctor summoned to heal the nation’s
body. “A doctor does not need to discuss legality when he moves to
save a sick person’s life,”54 was a reminiscence on the illegal
scrapping of the 1870 Constitution. The patient had surely been
mortally sick for years. “No physical education, moral education
almost nil, the nation’s history ignored or else taught backward,”
these were the terms ascribed by L’Ami du Peuple to Pétain and
Weygand in their analysis of French society in 1936, describing it as
one “devoted to enjoyment rather than to duty, and engulfed in a
wave of materialism.”55 An armistice was inevitable, he proclaimed,
“for France has had too few children, too few friends, and too few
weapons…. If we had had more children, we might not have lost the
war…. We have endured this strike against motherhood for too long.
Find a wife and build a home, my sons.”56 His primary appeal was
thus to youth, and a new strain of youth. No matter that Pétain was
85 at the time. Before anything, a warning from the good shepherd
about prowling wolves. “Parisians, be wise,” he said, in his first
week in office. “Obey the instructions given. Do not hearken, or
follow, the advice of others.”57 As for the Free French in London, he
said: “The French Government has launched an appeal to those
soldiers who, in good faith, rallied to the government of de Gaulle
and who now, cognizant of their error, all desire to return to
France.”58
In the remoulding of French character, children at school listened
endlessly to tales of the nation’s heroes, not least of them Pétain, and
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his face was imprinted on book covers and on all their schoolhouse
tools. The traditional satchel of the schoolchild was replaced by a
trousseau of Pétainist trinkets.59 For teenage youth, Paris-Soir
rejoiced in the thought that social problems would be solved by
having the rich and poor work side by side in youth camps.60 “The
dancehalls close, the youth camps open. This is the new France.” 61
Pétain led the way: “We need the new, the young, and the fresh,
because all tradition falls silent unless we throw open the windows.
Silence is the robe of death.”62
The youth camps were tied to agriculture, which had the full
blessing of the Maréchal. Charles Pomaret, now Minister of Labor
but removed from that post on July 12, encouraged people to
consider vocations as farmers and craftsmen, while Pierre Caziot, the
Minister of Agriculture, called for a return to pre-industrial
agriculture. Small farms would provide a clean and comfortable life
for many families. The tennis champion Henri Cochet stepped
forward. “There is time for everything in the sunshine of rural life,”
he said.63 He confessed to a secret passion for animal husbandry, and
planned to start a farm where he would raise horses, cattle, and pigs.
In his spare time he would teach tennis to local youth.64
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8. SOCIAL LIFE RESUMES
“Life goes on, France will live,” wrote Le Matin. “Political quarrels
are what destroyed France. Let us put an end to these quarrels.... The
ceremony today in Compiègne repairs the injustice done to German
honor in 1918. Paris has not been harmed! Let us face facts. The
Germans are the Conquerors, they have won the war. And let us
admit it. The German leaders behave impeccably. Their subordinates
act as civilized men, and are often cordial. That is the truth.”65 Le
Matin followed up: “The time has come for us to pay for our
mistakes. Let us turn our eyes to the future with faith, courage and
dignity.”66 The price to pay was made clear soon enough. On
September 13, the Vichy Ministry of Finance announced a German
decree imposing RM 20 million ($8 million at the official rate of
exchange) per day for the upkeep of the German army of occupation.
It was sufficient to house and feed 18 million troops.
German policy had been carefully prepared. There was to be no
repeat of the German Army’s abuses in the First World War against
civilian populations. The Wehrmacht was to be polite, considerate
and correct. The troops were to win over the population, and the
authorities could be well pleased with the first reaction. Their daily
military parades in the streets were received with admiration for the
smartness of their bearing, the discipline of their drills.
“Be cheerful,” was the message of the victors to the vanquished.
“The war will soon be over.” Almost everybody agreed. The new
look of the German military was nothing like the old. The Beastly
Hun of the past, responsible indeed for atrocities, especially in
Belgium, was now visibly replaced. “Populations abandonnées,
confiez-vous au soldat allemand!” beamed the poster that was
everywhere, in reply to messages everywhere of families torn apart.
Witness the report in Paris-Soir of “poor Amélie Adde, who lost her
husband and twelve children in the confusion of the evacuation.
Anyone knowing of their whereabouts is asked to contact the

65
66

Le Matin, June 22, 1940.
Le Matin, June 23, 1940.

44

paper.”67 La Gerbe published readers’ letters. One reader, the young
André Bellier, wrote that from the first day, June 14, Parisians were
“fraternizing with the Fridolins [the popular term for German
soldiers].”68
“Paris wants very quickly to recapture her physical appearance,”
Le Matin wrote. “To hide her sadness she wants to smile.”69 It was
too much to expect Paris to recover her appearance. The capital took
on a new look. More than anything, it looked deserted. Posters
labeled Bekanntmachungen (Warning), in red and black, in German
and French, issued orders, and later lists of those executed. The
first, appearing on June 17, 1940, carried the warning, "Avoid all illconsidered action.” The curfew was clearly stated, and an Ausweis
was necessary to circulate after dark. Each day the Bulletin
municipal published the hours in which there was to be a total
blackout. Civilian vehicles that were authorized to operate at night
were required (as in London) to have their headlights covered by a
special paint so that light could pass only through a horizontal area
in the middle of the glass. Apart from the near-empty streets, it took
on the look of 1900, with horse-drawn cabs that trotted to the sound
of whips and bells. Add to that the bicycle-taxis, most of which
looked like rickshaws. Le Matin saw only one solution. “Everyone
must work because everyone is unhappy. In working we shall find
peace within ourselves and shall create a France of which we can be
proud. Freedom is summed up by hard work, honor and integrity.
Utopian dreams of improving the lot of the French worker were the
cause of France’s demise.”70
A certain life thus resumed. Vichy encouraged sports. Hunting
was forbidden, but fishing was allowed. The national lottery
reopened, as did cinemas. Sports again received press coverage, and
at Longchamp German uniforms blended with Tout-Paris. Concerts
and plays were once again advertised in Le Matin.71 Near the Pont
Louis-Philippe, a bateau-lavoir, moored to the dock,
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provided facilities for one or two hundred people to wash their
clothes.72 The Wehrmacht bands continued to enthrall, whether in
the parks (the Luxembourg especially) or in the street. The music
carried a lilt that was rarely to be found in the military music to which
they were accustomed. The schools also reopened. The
baccalaureate exams scheduled for June 10-11 were now
rescheduled for July 28-30; there were no orals, and the second part
was held over until October. At the Sorbonne, the exams scheduled
for June were held in September and October.
Parisians' first impressions of the invaders were that they were
indeed “correct.” The women especially were dazzled by their
behavior, as they gave up their seats in the Métro and stepped aside
to let them pass. Their physical appearance was equally dazzling:
they were blond, blue-eyed, healthy, tanned. A Frenchman said of
the German officers, “How healthy and strong they look! No wonder
they ran all over us! [Comme ils sont sains et forts! C'est normal
qu'ils nous aient écrasés!]”73 The absence of nearly two million
Frenchmen as prisoners in Germany had altered the gender ratio.
Young Frenchwomen were free and available in great number, to the
disgust of many. Sexuality ("la chose" as they referred to it)
obviously played its part, but memoirs suggest that the excitement of
going out, eating well, dancing and having a good time was the
strongest motive. There were very few cases of rape, and rape was
severely punished. Condoms, on the other hand, were forbidden by
French law, and the number of children born to Frenchwomen and
German soldiers steadily increased, to 50,000 in 1942 and 85,000 in
1943.74 Wehrmacht regulations, on the other hand, prohibited offduty German soldiers from going out alone at night time.
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9.

EARLY COLLABORATION

Censorship was installed on the first day. Havas, hitherto a private
news agency, was transformed as of June 14 into the Agence
Française d’Information de Presse. Nazi propaganda began at once,
but Abetz showed great intelligence. In a message he sent to the
Militärbefehlshaber on July 15, 1940, and which he repeated in a
message to Adolf Hitler on July 20, he wrote:
- It is imperative to diversify the French press as much as
possible, while keeping it always in line with German foreign
policy.
- The French press should be as varied as possible, to avoid
giving the French the impression that the German authorities
are supporting only the right-wing parties.75
The result was that the French collaborationist press that stayed
in Paris, rather than move to the Vichy Zone, was to show a
remarkable diversity of viewpoint. The seven leading dailies, in
order of circulation, were now as follows: Le Petit Parisien, ParisSoir, Le Matin, L’Oeuvre, La France Socialiste, L’Aujourd’hui, and
Les Nouveaux Temps.
Mention must be made of the German press, led by Signal, which
was published fortnightly throughout Nazi Europe in 25 languages.
Based on the layout of the American weekly LIFE, and lavishly
illustrated, it reached a maximum circulation of 2.5 million copies
per issue. While it promoted the European New Order, in the design
of a Pax Germanica, it was partly independent of Goebbels’ Ministry
of Propaganda and included unexpected subjects such as art, history,
and cinema. Its main target, apart from the Jews, was Bolshevism,
and it was to have a significant impact on the pan-European antiBolshevik volunteer movement. In Paris, when the French edition
opened, Signal strove to justify the Ribbentrop-Molotov Pact. While
it published very few articles concerning Russia, and these few
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focused on the human aspects, it made the claim that Germany and
Russia had “always been friends.” Hence the headline : “Pourquoi
l’Allemagne et la Russie vont-elles main dans la main ?”, the answer
being that Germany was “le véritable repoussoir face à la perfide
Albion.” When Molotov visited Berlin on November 12-14, 1940,
the failure of the visit was cleverly masked.
In Paris, no one could fail to notice the property changes. Some
40,000 apartments and 400 hotels, especially those around Place
Vendôme and the rue de Rivoli, were requisitioned and the area
closed to civilian cars. Signposts went up at major intersections to
direct the traffic, which was now almost entirely German. One
building that needed no changing was the German Embassy in the
Hôtel Le Beauharnais on the rue de Lille. It was the natural center of
German social life, and Otto Abetz, the German Ambassador, staged
the most lavish receptions, to which, as he said at his postwar trial,
no French artist or intellectual declined an invitation.
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10. PROPERTY REQUISITIONS
Command headquarters were sprinkled throughout the city center.
Those of the Wehrmacht administration, under the
Militärbefehlshaber in Frankreich (MbF), were housed in the Hôtel
Majestic on the Avenue Kléber, while his residence was set up in the
adjacent Hôtel Raphael and in the Palais Rose on Avenue Foch, the
latter owned by Boniface de Castellane and Anna Gould. The
Luftwaffe had its headquarters in the Palais de Luxembourg, where
a suite was kept for the Reichsmarschall Hermann Goering. The
Luftwaffe also had the Hôtel Castiglione, at 40 rue Faubourg SaintHonoré, and 62 on the same street. The Kriegsmarine was given the
Lycée La Fontaine, on Place Molitor, both as headquarters and
barracks. The Abwehr, or military intelligence, was set up in the
Hotel Lutétia at Sèvres-Babylone, employing 50 officers and 20
secretaries, known as grisettes for their grey uniforms. Barracks for
the troops were spread out, but included the École Polytechnique and
lodgings on the Champs Élysees for Luftwaffe crews. The Bois de
Boulogne was used for military exercises and thus closed to the
public. A permanent military tribunal was set up at 53 rue St
Dominique before it moved to 11 rue Boissy d'Anglas.
Various quarters were set up for Wehrmacht personnel on leave
or off duty. They included the Soldatenheim at 11 rue Balzac on the
corner of rue Chateaubriand, and others in Place Clichy and in the
Carrefour Médicis. The Luftwaffe had its Fliegerheim at 33 avenue
de Courcelles, near Parc Monceau. A Soldatenkaffee was set up near
the Madeleine, at 9 rue Faubourg Saint-Honoré, while the Cercle
Interallié on the same street was turned into a casino. Requisitioned
cinemas were for the exclusive use of the German forces, though a
few Parisians with special passes were permitted. The Gaumont
Marignan
on
the
Champs
Élysees
became
the
Deutschessoldatenkino, while the Todt Operation had its
headquarters one door up. Other requisitioned cinemas included the
Rex, on the Boulevard Poisonnière, and the Theatre de l’Empire on
the Avenue Wagram. The Parc des Princes provided a sports field
for football.
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There were also the brothels. Forty in all were set aside for
Wehrmacht use, with four of them reserved for officers and one for
generals.76 A list of addresses was distributed to troops, along with
dispensaries and sanitation centers.77
Nazi culture also had its place. Plays in German were performed
in the Comédie Française. The Hôtel Carlton at 119 Champs Elysees
became the Artistes du Kraft durch Freude, while next door, at 121,
the Brasserie Hungaria became the Heim der deutschen
Arbeitsfront. The former Polish Chancellery, in the Hôtel Sage on
Rue Talleyrand, became the Institut Germanique. The famous
Galignani bookstore at 224 Rue de Rivoli became the
Frontbuchandlung, while a Librairie Italienne opened at 35
Boulevard Saint-Germain. While the British Embassy building was
entrusted to the Swiss Embassy, the Ambassador’s residence was
used as a furniture repository, and the elegant tailorshop Old
England, on the corner of Rue Scribe, became the Heeres
Kleiderkasse for Wehrmacht officers.
There was also the Gestapo, a term vastly overused. It served as
Amt IV of the Sicherheitspolizei-Sicherheitsdienst (Sipo-SD) which
with the Waffen-SS (35 military divisions) made up the full
Schutzstaffel (SS) numbering some 800,000 men (and women). In
all of France the Sipo-SD did not exceed 2,000, and in that number
little more than a hundred were actually Gestapo members. The
Sipo-SD were dressed in their curiously identifiable garb: black
leather coats and black trilbies, in summer grey suits and grey
trilbies, and always seen in twos but not seen often, because so much
of the work was done by French auxiliaries.

The best known brothel in Paris, Henri Lafont’s One Two Two at 122 rue de Provence, was out of bounds
to Wehrmacht troops and probably reserved for the generals. Goering’s own favorite was at 50 rue SaintGeorges. Others reserved for officers included Les Belles Poules, Le Chabanais, and Le Sphinx. Chez
Arlette’s business card read (in German), a little oddly: “Frenchmen, civilians and Jews strictly forbidden.”
77 A fragmentary Wehrmacht document provides the addresses of the following thirteen: 12 rue Chabanais,
2e ; 4 rue du Hanovre, 2e ; 43 rue de la Lune, 2e ; 4 rue Blondel, 3e ; 24 rue Saint-Placide, 6e ; 56 rue
Beauregard, 7e ; 39 rue Pasquier, 8e ; 4 cité Pigalle, 9e ; 13 rue Rochechouart, 9e ; 29 rue Saint-Lazare, 9e
; 11 rue Jarry, 10e ; 79 bd de la Chapelle, 10e ; 106 avenue de Suffren, 15e.
76
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Karl Oberg, as head of the Gestapo in Paris, set himself up at 57
Boulevard Lannes. His deputy Helmut Knochen resided at the Hôtel
Boccador, with his offices in 11 rue des Saussières, seat of the French
Ministry of the Interior. Karl Boemelburg had his headquarters in
the same building before moving to 84 Avenue Foch.78 The
Gestapo’s premises also included at various times the Hôtel du
Louvre, the Hôtel Scribe, and various addresses on Avenue Foch, at
31, 72, and 82, The Einsatzstab Rosenberg set itself up at 54 rue
d'Iéna, and an SS Cercle Arien took over the building at 5 boulevard
Montmartre. As for prisons, those on rue Cherche-Midi, in
Romainville, and the Fort de Vincennes were all three now reserved
for German use only.
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11. THE FIRST SIGNS OF HUNGER
Food was uppermost on almost everybody’s mind. In the first week
of the Occupation, there was still plenty in the shops, but then things
quickly began to change. With the Germans carrying off all the
stocks, and with no further imports from the colonies, there was little
or no rice, sugar, cocoa, coffee, vegetable oil, rubber, coal,
petroleum, metals, wool, cotton, or paper pulp. Things were made
worse by the demarcation line between the Occupied and the Free
Zones, with the result that the north was without oil, soap and wine
and the south without wheat sugar, potatoes and coal. Agriculture
itself was suffering sorely. Some 80,000 farmers had been killed in
1940, and 700,000 farmers were among the prisoners of war in
Germany. The lack of fertilizers added to the problem.
In general, rationing avoided famine, but provided only 1,200
calories a day, compared with 2,400 in 1939. Rations cards were
issued on September 23, 1940. Each card was printed with a letter
signifying the category to which the cardholder belonged.79 Certain
categories, such as pregnant women, received supplementary
rations. Bread rationing began on October 21, setting the ration at
350 gr. (one baguette) per person per day. This was reduced in 1941
to 275 gr., with no milk to be sold to adults. Even wine was rationed,
to one litre per week for each adult. Distribution was often off
schedule, and many shopkeepers ran out of products before all of
their clients were served. With lines outside shops becoming
commonplace, a law was introduced prohibiting shoppers from
lining up more than 30 minutes before the shop opened. Newspapers
might inform readers where meat or butter rations for certain
categories were being distributed, and this soon moved to the front
page. On the ubiquitous black market, goods were sold at prices ten
times higher than those set by the government. 1 kg of butter could
fetch 350 F, when the average salary was 3,000 FF a month. The
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lower classes were spending up to 75 percent of their incomes on
food. Control became ever tighter, and arrests were common. New
expedients were introduced. Window boxes and roofs became
vegetable gardens, especially for carrots and potatoes.80
If starvation was avoided, the situation nevertheless grew steadily
worse. Pigeons were eaten if they could be caught. Stray cats were
set upon by street urchins, and finished up in the civets, or meat
stews. Since these cats were feeding on rats, it became a health issue.
From the beginning in June 1940, public announcements were made
concerning sanitation, medical care and the availability of drugs, and
measures to be taken regarding stray dogs and cats.81 Nevertheless,
people were afraid, and many who fell sick preferred their illness to
the risk of being sent away. Meanwhile, with less dental care
available, people let their teeth decay.
Less eating, less drinking, and less smoking had the positive
effect that it reduced the death rate. Suicides declined by two-thirds,
no doubt because the general suffering left no one feeling isolated,
and with little nightlife, the birth rate went up. Electricity was
reduced, including street lighting. With no coal, Parisians searched
for wood. Windows were sealed. Cafes, libraries, and post offices
became popular as places to keep warm. Reading also increased.
Despite the reduction of nine-tenths in the supply of pulp, and the
mediocre quality of the paper, there was an increased interest in
books. All books were subject to censorship, and books by
Anglophone and Jewish authors were seized and destroyed.
As for transport, of the 350,000 cars in Paris in 1939 there were
only 4,500 in 1941, and by 1943 cars (and some buses) were driven
by gasogene. Bicycles became the normal transport; the rate of theft
was high. Traveling on the Métro was stressful, especially during
Allied air raids, when trains could be blocked in tunnels for hours.82
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12. CULTURAL REVIVAL AND THE FIRST
DISTURBANCE
The return to normalcy meant reopening all cultural, sporting and
social events, at all levels. The journalist Jacques Benoist-Méchin
explained it: “What was lost in the field, the soul must replenish [Il
faut reprendre par l'esprit ce qu'on a perdu par les armes].”83 Even
before the Louvre (in October 1940), the Opera reopened on August
24 with a performance of The Damnation of Faust, followed on
August 28 by Coppélia, with Serge Lifar directing,84 and on October
23 by a concert of Bach and Haydn rendered in Notre-Dame
Cathedral by the band of the Luftwaffe.85
The first challenge to Vichy and to the Occupier came on
November 11, 1940, when a group of students gathered at the Tomb
of the Unknown Warrior. No one was killed, but 123 persons were
arrested, including Professor Paul Langevin of the Collège de
France. The Germans responded by closing the universities.
Aujourd’hui published a front-page warning to the students:
“Friends, you have demonstrated. You have paraded, ‘avec de
Gaulle.’ And the result? The universities are now closed. What kind
of a result is that? It compromises the work of Pétain…. Age will
bring you wisdom.”86 In Nouveaux Temps, Luchaire called the
incident proof that the French public was not yet fully in line with
the aims of the National Revolution.87
Alfred Cardinal Baudrillart, rector of the Institut Catholique, in
an article headed “Franco-German collaboration,” gave his full
support to Pétain’s policy. “I know that Marshal Pétain has used
words that displease certain souls that suffer from an unhealthy
sensibility. The Marshal’s words come from a sound and well
informed conscience.”88 A month later, Hitler decided to burnish his
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image in France by repatriating the ashes of Napoleon’s son
(l’Aiglon) to the Invalides, in a ceremony held on the night of
December 14-15. “The moving decision of the Führer” ran the
headline in Le Petit Parisien, which omitted to mention that Pétain
had declined an invitation from Hitler to be present at the
ceremonies.89 Obsequiousness did not save Le Petit Parisien from
falling out of favor. In December 1940 the German authorities
asserted that the journal was under Jewish influence and that this
influence stemmed from Mme Paul Dupuy, an American, and the
sister-in-law of Pierre Dupuy. She was obliged to leave France, and
the journal now fell under German control. It was said in German
circles that the last bastion of anti-German reaction in the Paris press
had now been removed. Even so, Le Petit Parisien did not become
as scurrilous or as virulent as Le Cri du Peuple, Les Nouveaux
Temps, or L’Illustration, not to mention Au Pilori or Je Suis Partout.
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13. THE FIRST CHRISTMAS AND NEW YEAR
The end of the year approached, and Pétain expressed his satisfaction
with the progress of his regime. “A French race, renovated,
strengthened, rendered more beautiful, more hardened against
sickness, is about to be born.”90
In the first Christmas under the Occupation, Midnight Mass was
held before nightfall and no church bells could be rung. The
Maréchal sent his Radio Message. “Christmas, let us not forget, is
the night of hope, the feast of the Nativity. A new France is born.” A
film was ordered up, based on the message from the Marshal. Called
La Nuit Magnifique, it starred Fernandel as the shepherd, with a full
cast of leading French actors and actresses. Les Nouveaux Temps
chimed in, with a call to the people to pray for the release of those
forgotten Frenchmen who were “prisoners of the King of England,
who suffer worse than those who are prisoners in Germany.” It
accused Britain of telling these men that they would face collective
punishment and dégradation nationale if they returned home.
“France no longer needs to be liberated by anybody,” it added, “now
that France and Germany, in the new Europe, have their place, each
with its own genius.”91 In London, General de Gaulle did not go
without his say. In a speech on December 26, he referred to Pétain
(who had sentenced him to death) as “a pitiful old man, sadly
ensconced in a glorious past.”92
Pétain’s dismissal of Laval as his Prime Minister on December
13, 1940 was soon known but it baffled the press. Laval was
considered the sole guarantee of the policy of collaboration. In Paris
the criticism of Vichy grew stronger, both of its feeble administration
and of its hesitation to collaborate more strongly with Germany. Les
Nouveaux Temps spoke of “impenetrable mysteries within the
ministries.”93 There was clearly a difference of viewpoint between
Paris and the far-off village of Vichy. L’Atelier accused Vichy of
conducting a policy of social misery in order to undermine the
L’Atelier, December 7, 1940.
Les Nouveaux Temps, December 25, 1940.
92 MICHEL 1980 p. 22.
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Occupation.94 It could not have welcomed a new message from the
Maréchal: “Do not count anymore on the State. The State can do
nothing for you.” It was indicative that Pétain now abolished May
Day. The traditional Labor Day was now turned into the Feast of
Saints Philippe et Jacques, moving the day forward in the calendar
from its traditional May 3, to make it the day of the Maréchal.
Meanwhile in Paris, the struggle intensified between the
Collaboration’s right and left, the followers of Jacques Doriot and
those of Marcel Déat. Thus spoke Doriot, at the annual congress of
his Parti Populaire Français (PPF): “We are not a party like the
others. We are a party against the others. I swear to you that if I gain
power, they will not exist. And I tell you this today, England will
disappear.”95 Déat for his part presided over the First Congress of his
Rassemblement National Populaire (RNP), held in the Salle Wagram
on June 14. Its appeal was to shopkeepers as well as workers, and
L’Atelier, which served as its organ, spoke of its “perfect cohesion
of men and ideas.”96
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14. THE EVE AND MORROW OF BARBAROSSA
Meanwhile the Pact between Hitler and Stalin continued on, to the
satisfaction of many. L’Atelier wrote that Germano-Soviet relations
“have not ceased to improve. We would consider it foolish to want
to set up a dictatorship of the proletariat.”97 In their praise of the
economic and social benefits enjoyed by German workers, several
of the L’Atelier directors made a trip to Germany in March 1941 and
subsequently devoted dozens of articles to the marvels of German
industry and the devotion of German workers to the corporate
system.98
Then came the climactic moment of the German onslaught to the
east. It was a great moment for Doriot and his Cri du Peuple. The
Légion des Volontaires Francais (LVF) took shape, and Doriot
showed the way by marching off with the first contingent. But there
were few volunteers; the recruitment offices stood empty.99
An incident in Versailles on August 28, 1941, increased the
tension inside the collaboration. Doriot’s rival Déat was walking
with Laval when they fell victim to Paul Collette, a follower of
Charles Maurras. Suspicion fell on Deloncle, even though he had
spoken at Déat’s congress. Both Laval and Déat survived their
wounds. Collette was arrested and sentenced to death on October 1.
Pétain commuted this to life imprisonment, and after detention in
several French prisons he was sent, on February 28, 1944, to
Mauthausen and thence to its Nebenlager at Passau.100
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15. SOCIAL & CULTURAL LIFE PROGRESSES
The American press had been free to report from Nazi Europe, but
the publisher of The New York Herald, Paris edition refused to
continue under the Occupation, so Paris had no English-language
journal. The New York edition, however, reported on April 16, 1941
that Parisians were finding ways to pester the Germans with actions
that the Nazis found very difficult to punish. One of these consisted
of men raising their hats when a Métro train stopped at the George
V station, thus honoring the late British monarch. In another style of
passive resistance, women would go out in an ensemble of national
colors, a blue skirt perhaps, with a white blouse and a red bonnet.
Because of shortages, dress had become a matter of making do,
but Parisians continued to dress correctly, even if threadbare.
Meanwhile, for the upper class, haute couture reopened, and German
officers and officials with their wives mingled with the French. War
did not interrupt the fashion shows of Balenciaga, Dior, Jacques
Fath, Lanvin, Maggy Rouff, and Nina Ricci, and haute couture no
longer faced a counter-fashion.
The cultural life of Paris continued undisturbed. There were
visiting troupes from Germany. Die Walküre was performed on
March 11-13, 1941 by the Mannheim National Theatre.101 On May
22, to commemorate the anniversary of Wagner’s birth, a
performance was given of Tristan und Isolde that drew the Englishborn Winifred Wagner to Paris. Herbert von Karajan directed, with
two top vocalists: the French dramatic soprano Germaine Lubin and
the German heldentenor Max Lorenz. There was also an exchange
of pianists. Wilhelm Kempff and Walter Gieseking played in Paris,
while the French-Swiss Alfred Cortot played in Berlin in a special
event arranged by the Staatsoper to celebrate the first anniversary of
the fall of Paris! Once again von Karajan conducted, Germaine
Lubin sang, and Winifred Wagner attended.102 Notable among the
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many concerts was that held in the Palais de Chaillot in November
1941, when 300 musicians played German military music but ended
beguilingly with the “Sambre-et-Meuse,” a French military march.
Another, given in the Tuileries on December 5 and directed by Hans
von Benda, marked the 150th anniversary of Mozart’s death.103
At another level, the operetta Rose Marie was particularly
successful at the Théâtre du Chatelet, while the Opéra Comique on
the rue Favart entertained French and German members of the Todt
Organization.104 Zarah Leander, who was to the Wehrmacht what
Gracie Fields, Vera Lynn and the Andrew Sisters were to the Allies,
visited Paris to sing to German troops.
Among the leading French actors who remained to work in
France were Martine Carol, Maria Casarès, Alain Cuny, Sophie
Desmarais, Edwige Feuillère, Daniel Gélin, Jean Marais, Gérard
Philipe, Viviane Romance, and Cécile Sorel. At the Comédie
Francaise, Jean-Louis Barrault starred in Corneille's Le Cid, while a
German troupe from Berlin, starring Gisela Uhlen, performed
Schiller’s Kabale und Liebe and another troupe produced Goethe's
Iphigenie. Goebbels saw fit to engage Willy Forst to produce
Maupassant’s Bel Ami, which was shown in 1942-1943 in the
Cinéma Impérial, on the boulevard des Italiens.
Music halls remained popular. The Théâtre de l'Empire became
home to the Deutsche Arbeitsfront and provided variety shows.
Several of the leading names remained active, including Mistinguett.
Maurice Chevalier was asked to perform in Berlin; he refused, but
he agreed to sing to prisoners of war in a camp in Germany where he
himself had been a prisoner in the First World War, and succeeded
in freeing ten Frenchmen in exchange.105 At the Théâtre ABC, Édith
Piaf emerged in triumph, and in 1944 she launched the career of
Yves Montand. Others who were prominent in entertainment were
the singers Tino Rossi and Charles Trenet.106
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16. CINEMAS AND FILMS
The cinemas had quickly reopened. German imports included
primarily Le Juif Süss (1940) and President Krüger (1941).107
German newsreels (Wochenschau) were part of every program, but
when hissing became prevalent they were shown only with the
houselights on and under police guard. An early newsreel distributed
in July 1940 showed the demolition of “La Britannia,’ a monument
in Boulogne commemorating the first landing of British troops in
1914, and now, according to the narrator, “blown up by the French
to show what they think of their erstwhile allies.”
A total of 220 films were produced during the Occupation, all
subject to approval by the Propaganda Staffel. Marcel Carné, who in
1939 had directed Le Jour se lève, written by Jacques Prévert and
starring Jean Gabin and Arletty,108 produced two more classics,
again with Arletty: Les Visiteurs du soir (1942) and Les Enfants du
paradis.109 The theme in Les Visiteurs of love triumphing over death
offered a ray of hope, which the censor had overlooked.
A number of French actresses, including Danielle Darrieux, Suzy
Delair, Micheline Presle and Viviane Romance, traveled to Berlin in
March 1942 to attend the premiere of Premier Rendezvous, starring
Darrieux. Delair risked the most. On her return to Paris, she not only
warmly embraced the Nazi director Alfred Greven but expressed
regret at not having shaken hands with Joseph Goebbels.110 Darrieux
was linked to the Dominican diplomat-playboy Porfirio Rubirosa,
who was notorious for all-night parties. He was arrested by the
Gestapo for selling visas to Jews and was held in a camp in Germany.
She could prove after the war that she had left for Berlin only in
accordance with an agreement with Goebbels that he would free
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Rubirosa in exchange. Once he was released they got married in
Vichy and she broke her contract with Continental. They spent the
rest of the war under house arrest in Megève and under false names
in the Paris region. In the Épuration, no action was taken against
her.111
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17. BOOKS AND BOOKSHOPS
While films were under the direct censorship of Goebbels,
censorship of books was entrusted partly to Otto Abetz and partly to
Gerhard Heller.112 The Otto List consisted of books banned by
Abetz, such as those of André Maurois, who was not only strongly
anglophile but Jewish. Equally banned was Mon Combat, the full
edition in French of Mein Kampf that contained all its original antiFrench tirades.113 Heller was not like Abetz. Schooled in French, he
arrived in Paris in November 1940 as head of the literature section
of the Propaganda Staffel, responsible for both the arts and the Press.
It was easy for him to approve the works of authors such as Henri
Bordeaux, Brasillach, Drieu La Rochelle and Alfred Fabre-Luce,
who were outright collaborationists, but he showed remarkable
leniency to others such as Albert Camus (L’Étranger, 1942) and
Colette (Gigi, 1944). Meanwhile, Heller’s colleague in charge of
theatre approved Jean-Paul Sartre’s Les Mouches (1943). Among the
writings on Heller’s desk was one he might have preferred to
disapprove. Lucien Rebatet produced a pamphlet in 1942 called Les
Décombres in which called for the murder of Jews. Louis-Ferdinand
Céline sent his praise in a letter to the author: “How beautiful,
complete, brimming with infectious perfection all of this is.”114
Various Paris bookshops changed hands. The Librairie La Guilde
in Belleville, run by Kurt Gunz, a German refugee from 1938, was
among the first to close. Librairie Rive Gauche produced some of the
collaborationists’ best sellers. Silvia Beach, of Shakespeare and
Company, was able to keep her store open until December 1941
when the United States entered the war.115
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18. THE NEW SOCIETY
If high society changed at all, it was by the inclusion of more artists.
At tables with aristocrat writers like Antoinette Duchesse d'Harcourt
and Marie-Louise Bousquet, one might see musicians such as
Georges Auric and Alfred Cortot (with Céline Cortot), literati such
as Drieu la Rochelle (who had become director of the Nouvelle
Revue Française, Gallimard, Jean Giraudoux, Jean-Paul Sartre, and
Paul Valéry (who continued to lecture at the Collège de France), and
theatre people such as Jean-Louis Barrault (with his wife Madeleine
Renaud) and Jean Cocteau.
The “Thursday lunches” given by Florence Gould, and the
musical soirees given by Marie-Louise Bousquet, were events that
no one wanted to miss. Gould, though French-born, was the widow
of an American and heiress to the largest American fortune held by
a woman. Among their habitual guests were Louise de Vilmorin (the
love of Malraux in his old age) and Marcel Jouhandeau, whose diary
of the Occupation was later published.116 It is said that in 1944 the
very thought of the Liberation was enough to make him tremble.
Another guest was Ernst Junger.
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19. EXHIBITIONS AND DISTRACTIONS
Exhibitions were popular, and venomous. Among the first targets
was the Grande Orient de France, the biggest Masonic in the country,
whose headquarters on the Rue Cadet had been swiftly closed.117 A
free exhibition entitled “La Franc-Maçonnerie dévoilée” opened in
the Petit Palais on October 13, 1940. By the time it closed at the end
of November the organizers claimed a much inflated total of 900,000
visitors.118 Another Expo, “Le Juif et la France,” shown from
September 5, 1941 to January 15, 1942 in the Palais Berlitz on the
Boulevard des Italiens, drew up to 500,000 visitors.119 An
International Exposition entitled “Le Bolshevisme contre l’Europe,”
opened in March 1942 in the Salle Wagram; 10,000 people visited
the site on the first day.120 The sculptor Arno Breker, who had lived
in Paris since 1927 and who embodied the Nazi ideal of sculpture,
enjoyed an exposition in the Orangerie that opened on May 1,
1942.121 Other anti-Bolshevik expositions followed, one in the
Gaumont Palace that opened on July 17, 1943,122 and another,
‘Europeans United against Bolshevism,” at the Vélodrome d’Hiver
on December 19, 1943, that drew 30,000. In January 1944, a
photographic exhibition was held in Paris in honor of the French
Waffen-SS, and according to the German authorities it drew 2,000
visitors a day.123
The leading restaurants of Paris maintained their tradition,
beginning with Maxim’s, now placed under the direction of the
Berliner restaurateur Horcher. Albert Blaser, his Maître d'hôtel en
chef, did his best to place Germans in the “Omnibus”, the
restaurant’s least prized area. At any given time the patrons would
include Goering, Otto Abetz, the Marquis de Polignac, or the Comte
117
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de La Rochefoucauld. The leading restaurants were Bogler, Carrère,
Château Bagatelle, Fouquet’s, Le Grand Véfour, Lapérouse,
Marquise de Sévigné, Pavillon Élysées, and La Tour d'Argent.
Nightclubs were open all night but locked on the inside. Tabarin,
the Lido, the Casino de Paris and Folies Bergère were particularly
popular. Others included Chez César Leone, Chez Elle (famous for
Lucienne Boyer singing “Parlez-moi d’amour”), Don Juan, Eve, Le
Jockey, Mimi Pinson, Monseigneur, and Sheherazade.124
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20. DISCORD AND DEEPER COLLABORATION
The year 1941 ended with the Collaborationist left still striving
against the Collaborationist right. Vichy was the primary target of
both. “The proposed Labor Charter,” wrote L’Atelier, “from the
workers’ point of view will be a total swindle, and on the economic
and social plane, if bourgeois free enterprise, financial speculation
and the power of the trusts continue to have any part in it, it will be
a work of pure reaction.”125 A week later, the Charter was approved,
in the form L’Atelier feared. “It contains not a shred of reform that
will damage the capitalist regime.”126
By 1942 the war with Russia was creating a shortage of
manpower in Germany. In the next two years Hitler was to demand
no fewer than two million French workers. On June 23, 1942, Pierre
Laval, now restored to the office of Prime Minister, made his
celebrated speech in which he wished for the victory of Nazi
Germany, insisting that otherwise Bolshevism would triumph
everywhere. Le Petit Parisien published it in full text, with banner
headlines. In the same month he introduced the Relève, an
agreement whereby, for every three French workers sent to Germany,
Hitler would return one French prisoner of war. L’Atelier expressed
its admiration for Hitler’s gesture: “It is a rare conqueror who frees
his prisoners before peace is declared. Long live the Relève! Long
live Collaboration!”127 Nevertheless, only 600,000 French workers
ever actually ended up in Germany,128 and of these very few went
there voluntarily.129
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Meanwhile the first Allied air raid on Paris was launched on the
night of March 3, 1942, the target being the Renault factories at
Sèvres. French civilian casualties amounted to over 850. It was a
bonanza for Nazi propaganda.
The divisions in the collaborationist press continued. L’Atelier,
now under Suarez, expressed its contempt for Robert Brasillach,
“ignorant of everything outside of the École Normale and the
editorial office.”130 If the National Revolution was to succeed, it said,
it could come about only through the amalgamation of all parties into
a single party based on Socialism.131 The RMP of Déat held out the
highly ambitious hope of joining forces with (and predominating
over) Doriot's PPF. When in the fall of 1942 tension between the
parties mounted, L'Atelier warned Doriot not to “broaden the
gulf.”132
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21. ATROCITIES AGAINST THE JEWS
While the Vichy government had its own Commissariat Général aux
Questions Juives to hound the Jews, the Gestapo had by now
introduced its own Institution des Questions Juives, to leave nothing
to chance. This service was entrusted to Theodor Danneker, who set
up his quarters at 21, rue de La Boétie.
Paris had always been famous for its concierges, who kept their
careful track of who came in and who went out. Inevitably, some
concierges gave information to the French police, who might pass it
on to the Gestapo, and there were those who took revenge on the
neighbors they disliked to write about them to the police. There was
even some official encouragement for them to do so. It was said by
a Vichy official, and even attributed to Pétain, that “when it is
necessary to accuse someone for the general good, no friendship
must enter into it. Denunciation is one’s duty. Don’t compromise
with the devil.”133 But this practice soon lost its effectiveness, when
the police, and especially the Gestapo, received so many false leads
that they lost interest in reading what they took to be idle gossip.
It would be hard for anyone in France, as it was for anyone in
Germany, to remain ignorant of the fate of the Jews, given the antiJewish statutes and the barrage of abuse hurled daily at the Jews in
every medium. In the Occupied Zone, Jews were forbidden to enter
a public space, possess a telephone or radio, or enter a shop except
at the end of the day. Many Frenchmen nevertheless remained
indifferent to the statutes or felt that they “probably concerned only
non-French Jews anyway.”134 The attacks on seven synagogues on
the night of October 2-3, 1941 disabused them of that thought, and
the roundup on the night of July 16-17, 1942, left no one in any
doubt.
The Rafle du Vél d’Hiv, as it became known, was a secret to no
one. If it began in the middle of the night, the event stretched well
133
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into the morning. Some 9,000 French police arrested some 13,000
Jews, including 4,000 children, and transported them, in Paris buses
and in broad daylight, to the Vélodrome d’Hiver.135 The German
authorities were nowhere to be seen. Le Cri du Peuple spoke for the
Collaborationist press in general in its twisting of the truth: “Five
thousand foreign Jews have been arrested in Paris. They were sent
immediately to concentration camps.”136

135

Up until Jacques Chirac, no French president had found the moral courage to face up to the truth. The
response of Georges Pompidou in a press conference on September 21, 1972 was not only obdurate but
laced with malice toward those who would bring the subject up. Mitterrand, whose services on behalf of
Vichy did not end until February 1943, showed at a similar press conference held on September 12, 1994,
his own special talent at evasion and a gargantuan refusal to admit to the facts. (“L’État français n’existe
pas. […] La France n’a pas d’excuses à donner.”) In that setting, the speech given by Chirac on July 16,
1995 on the site of the Vélo d’Hiv itself was a titanic break with the past. His speech included the following:
“Ces heures noires souillent à jamais notre histoire, et sont une injure à notre passé et à nos traditions. Oui,
la folie criminelle de l’occupant a été secondée par des Français, par l’État français. Le 16 juillet 1942, 450
policiers et gendarmes français, sous l’autorité de leurs chefs, répondait aux exigences des nazis. […] La
France, patrie des Lumières et des Droits de l’Homme, terre d’accueilli et d’asile, la France, ce jour-là,
accomplissait l’irréparable.” François Hollande in his turn paid tribute to Chirac, endorsed his message and
added, “Ce jour-là, ni un seul soldat allemand ne fut mobilisé. ”
136 Le Cri du Peuple, July 18, 1942. Cf. RIDING 2011 p. 135.
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22. A CHANGE IN THE GERMAN HIGH
COMMAND
The orders posted in the streets all carried the name of the top
German military authority: von Stülpnagel, but without an initial or
first name, so Parisians were not aware for some time that in
February 1942 there had been a change of command. The post of
Militärbefehlshaber had been filled from October 1940 by Otto von
Stülpnagel, a monocled Prussian who had established his residence
in the Hôtel Raphael and his office in the nearby Hôtel Majestic. Otto
was a Nazi, enough to be hated by the populace but not enough for
the liking of the SS, and on February 13 he was removed.137 He was
replaced on the same day by his cousin Carl-Heinrich von
Stülpnagel, who would remain in office until July 21, 1944. CarlHeinrich was very unlike Otto and the total opposite of the Gestapo
chieftain Oberg. Tall, slim and cultured—he spoke French
fluently—was secretly opposed to Nazism and only too happy to
delegate authority to Oberg. Later, as part of the plot against Hitler
of July 1944, and informed that the Fuhrer was dead, he ordered the
arrest and imprisonment of the SS in Paris. Paris was the only
German-occupied city in Europe where such an action succeeded. A
day later, Hitler and the SS took their revenge. Carl was arrested.
His attempt at suicide failed, and in Berlin he was tried for treason
and hanged at Berlin-Ploetzensee on August 30, 1944.

Otto’s superiors in Berlin, tired of his complaints, wanted him removed, and Otto did not object to that.
He and his wife spent the rest of the war in his home in Berlin. After the war he was arrested and sent to
Paris to stand trial. He hanged himself in the Cherche-Midi Prison on February 7, 1948.
137
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23. HOPE REKINDLED
Meanwhile in 1943, the Renault factories were regular targets of air
attack, and in a raid on April 4 the Allied bombs actually landed on
Longchamp, Porte Saint-Cloud, and the Métro station at Pont de
Sèvres. Civilian casualties numbered 826, a further Nazi bonanza.
Meanwhile, relations among the Allied leaders were the subject of
much speculation. Fear predominated. L’Atelier wrote: “Roosevelt
has promised Stalin a free hand when peace is restored. In exchange,
he asks him not to make too much noise about his war aims. … Just
liquidate the Communist International.”138
The suffering was growing constantly worse. In the same month,
the authorities themselves adopted the practice of converting
pleasure gardens to practical use. The Tuileries and the gardens
surrounding the Invalides and the Palais de Luxembourg were turned
into vegetable gardens.139
The warning sirens were now heard daily, as communication lines
and train stations became the targets. The most unforgettable night
fell on April 21, 1944, when bombs hit the Gare de la Chapelle.
Civilian mortalities were reported to exceed 480. Each air raid
resulted in looting. It was as a result of this air raid that Pétain, on
April 26, made his only visit to Paris. A bomb had landed close to
Sacré Coeur, causing damage to the steps. In the same visit, the
Maréchal spoke from the balcony of the Hôtel de Ville, to a huge and
welcoming crowd. In mid-May Pétain embarked on a tour of the
cities in the north, and photos of his visits appeared daily in the press,
together with accounts of the damage he saw and the scenes that
troubled him.
The spring of 1944 brought no visible change to the tone of the
press. Le Cri du Peuple still appealed to Frenchmen to do their
patriotic duty and work for the construction of the État Populaire
Francais within the New Order.140 La France Socialiste was equally
L’Atelier, May 29, 1943.
PRYCE-JONES 1981 p. 95.
140 Le Cri du Peuple, May 6, 1944.
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supportive of the Relève: “To work in Germany is to assure the
defense of Europe.”141 Again, and on the eve of D-Day: “By working
in Germany, French workers are preparing vengeance for the crimes
committed by the Anglo-Americans on our towns.”142
The air attacks on Rouen in the last days of May 1944 drove Le
Matin to write: “When Anglo-American airmen drop their bombs in
the center of a town, it is hard to give them any other name than that
of mass murderers. Such acts of barbarism will serve only to bind
the French people closer to the true leader of the nation, the
Maréchal.”143 Meanwhile, posters in the Métro and on Paris walls
issued new warnings against the Communists, pointing to the
massacres at Katyn and Vinnytsia which Goebbels had pinned,
accurately and effectively, on Stalin’s door.
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24. D-DAY AND ITS AFTERMATH
The day so long awaited, finally dawned. The response of the Vichy
leaders was carried in all the journals. Pétain appealed to all in public
service to stand firm at their posts.144 Laval ordered the people to
ignore the insidious appeals of the enemy.145 Reports by military
spokesmen in Normandy spoke of immediate Allied disasters: “The
various beachheads established during the day were all abandoned
except for the one in Caen.”146 La France Socialiste gave vent to a
howler: “In Jersey and Guernsey, the Anglo-American paratroops
have suffered extremely high losses,”147 despite the fact that no
Allied landings were carried out on the Channel Islands until May
1945. On D-Day + 2, Le Matin described in its editorial how the
Allies were waging battle: “A group of American Yaqui and Iroquois
Indians, serving with the paratroops and specially trained in London,
have been ordered to destroy everything in their path.”148 The next
day it reported that the German counter-attacks had succeeded,149
and the following day’s report was no less comforting to its readers:
“The Anglo-Americans to the east of the Orne have been surrounded
and are nearly totally destroyed.”150 On the very same day, Le Cri du
Peuple announced a German demand for 1,000 French doctors to
move to Germany to care for French workers, with the warning that
if there were insufficient volunteers they would be conscripted. The
following day Le Matin reported: “The British paratroopers in Caen
have surrendered, and the city is again under German rule. The
attempt to break through toward Cherbourg has ended in a crushing
failure.”151 In the last report from Cherbourg, “the heroic German
garrison is engaged in ferocious combat, fighting in the streets for
every inch.”152 Citing an “uncontestable source of information,” Le
Matin reported that the US forces were using phosphorus grenades,
filled with pins.153 After the port city had fallen, “Eisenhower
144
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arrived, climbed to the top of a tower, and stood admiring the ruins
that stretched to the horizon, of what once was Cherbourg.”154 A
week later, the same journal offered its readers a different vista.
“England does not count on beating Germany militarily.
Montgomery is basing all his hopes on a moral collapse of the
Reich.”155 This suggestion that the Allies were in despair coincided
with the opening of the V1 attacks on London, “which is now in total
disorder. Londoners are on edge, exhausted, and furious against
Churchill.”156 Le Cri du Peuple reported that London was in flames
and had been evacuated.157
Le Cri du Peuple on June 16, 1944, provided a more accurate
piece of information. A small notice appeared on the back page
informing readers that the Milice were distributing to air raid victims
“goods recovered from Jewish apartments.” Long before that, such
goods had been presented in abundance in the Salle Drouart auction
house in the 9th Arrondissement, or in auctions held in the Salle
Favart in the 2nd.
The assassination of Philippe Henriot on June 28 inspired Le Cri
du Peuple to run its largest and most dramatic headline. Henriot had
only recently (in January 1944) been appointed Secrétaire d’État à
l’Information et à la Propagande. Le Cri’s main story covered over
half the front page on June 29, providing copy for the following week
with photos of the well-guarded flag-draped coffin, eulogies from
Vichy and Berlin, and a description of the masses of flowers
“brought by the women and children of Paris.” Its issue of July 3
announced the offer by the Government of a reward of 20 million FF
Hotel for information leading to the discovery of the killers,
promising complete confidentiality. In its front page on July 21 it
announced the arrest of the assassins by the Milice in the city center.
“Their leader has been shot trying to make his getaway. The killers
were all under the age of 20, and were apparently paid 10 million
francs for the job by the Allied intelligence services.”
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On June 29, a contingent of British, Canadian and American
troops taken prisoner in Normandy were transited through Paris on
their way to Germany. Arriving at the Gare du Nord, they were
marched through the streets toward the Gare de l’Est. In the authentic
version shown on Wochenschau on July 8, the camera shows the
faces of the crowd as downcast and in no way hostile.158 Nazi
propaganda, however, saw how the event could be depicted to their
advantage. They therefore employed French collaborators to express
in front of cameramen the hatred felt toward the “invaders.” In
presenting this version to the French press, the German authorities
issued an order dated June 29.
“By order of the censor, these two photographs must be given
together.
PARIS. The people of Paris show their feelings toward the AngloAmerican prisoners. Photo LAPI. N° 27161. 29/6/44.”
L’Oeuvre agreed to the charade, and on June 30 wrote: “Yesterday
morning, 600 British, Canadian and American POWs captured in
Normandy paraded through a hostile crowd.” The photo showed the
crowd pummeling and spitting on the prisoners of war.159 The
incident then made its way into the Völkischer Beobachter of July 9.
The caption ran: “It was necessary for our troops to set up a barrier
to protect the British invaders from the legitimate wrath of the
French people.”
Who now really looked disheveled? In one of their last parades in
Paris, Wehrmacht troops marched on the avenue Kléber, outside the
Hôtel Majestic. It was enough to watch the German video of the
parade to see the difference in the Wehrmacht stride. The troops were
old, and looked forlorn.160
There were to be no more political editorials to read in Le Cri du
Peuple after July 6, 1944, nor any reports at all of the Vichy
Government’s activities. The results of the National Lottery,
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however, were still printed every Friday, while the entertainment
section on the back page continued to bill the latest movies and the
latest Édith Piaf concert.
The Bomb Plot of July 20 had its repercussions throughout Nazi
Europe, but none equaled the scene in Paris where the SS found
themselves under arrest by the Wehrmacht, … for all of one day. To
the people of Paris, little or nothing was told. On the same day, Le
Matin wrote: “Churchill is in favor of the bolshevization of the Reich
and of all Europe.”161
The battle lines moved inexorably towards the capital. For any
news on the war, Parisians had long since stopped reading French
newspapers, preferring the BBC or Radio Geneva. On July 24, Le
Cri du Peuple announced the first cuts in Métro services, with only
eight lines now running and those only on weekdays. Two days later,
Le Cri assured workers that to get to work they were justified in
“confiscating” the bicycles of Jews, Gaullists, and Zazous.162 Such
were the last gasps of journals that had nothing left to report.
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INTRODUCTION
With the collapse of June 1940 and the advent of the Nazi
Occupation, the Paris press fell into three groups:
A. Those which left for the Unoccupied Zone (Zone Libre) and
then reopened in Paris:
Le Matin, daily, June 17, 1940; closes June 20, 1940
L’Illustration, weekly, August 17, 1940
L'Œuvre, daily, September 24, 1940
Le Petit Parisien, daily, October 8, 1940
B. Those which did not leave Paris and which were now
relaunched:
La Victoire, weekly, June 17, 1940; closes June 20, 1940
Nouvelle Revue Française, monthly, December 1940
Je Suis Partout, weekly, February 7, 1941
C. Those which did not exist before the war and were launched
under the Occupation:
Les Dernières Nouvelles, daily, June 20, 1940; closes September
14, 1940
La France au Travail, daily, June 30, 1940 - November 1941
La Gerbe, weekly, July 11, 1940.
Au Pilori, weekly, July 12, 1940
Paris-Soir, daily, July 12, 1940
Aujourd'hui, daily, Septembre 10, 1940
L’Œuvre, daily, September 24, 1940
Pantagruel, irregular, October 1940 (16 issues dating from October
1940).
Le Cri du Peuple, daily, October 19, 1940
Le Reveil du Peuple, weekly, November 1, 1940
Les Nouveaux Temps, evening daily, November 1, 1940
Libération-Nord, December 1, 1940
L'Atelier, December 7, 1940
La France Socialiste, November 10, 1941 (replacing La France au
Travail),
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ORDER OF APPEARANCE
OR RE-APPEARANCE
OF THE PARIS JOURNALS

1. La Victoire, June 15, 1940
2. Le Matin, June 17, 1940
3. Les Dernières Nouvelles de Paris, June 20, 1940
4. La France au Travail, June 30, 1940
5. La Gerbe, July 11, 1940
6. Paris-Soir, July 12, 1940
7. Au Pilori, Juy 12, 1940
8. L’Illustration, August 17, 1940
9. Aujourd’hui, September 10, 1940
10. L’Oeuvre, September 24, 1940
11. Pantagruel, October 1940
12. Le Petit Parisien, October 8, 1940
13. Le Cri du Peuple, October 21, 1940
14. Les Nouveaux Temps, November 1, 1940
15. Le Réveil du Peuple, November 1, 1940
16. Libération-Nord, December 1, 1940
17. Nouvelle Revue Française, December 1940
18. L’Atelier, December 7, 1940
19. La Jeunesse, late December 1940
20. Je Suis Partout, February 7, 1941
21. La France Socialiste, November 10, 1941,
replacing La France au Travail
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1. La Victoire
La Victoire held a special place in the history of the new press.
Established in 1916, ce « quotidien socialiste national » had been
reduced from a daily to a weekly when its circulation fell from
13,000 in 1936 to hardly more than 500 in 1939. The journal,
however, was considered of such importance to the Nazi conquerors
that it had had no need to flee from Paris in mid-June 1940 with the
rest of the press. Before the war it had pled the cause of an authoritian
republic. Its editor-in-chief Gustave Hervé would repeat each
morning in his editorial, « What we need is Pétain ! » and had
greeted the conflict in Spain as “one of the most beautiful civil wars
of all time.”163 On June 15 a broadsheet appeared under the title La
Victoire. In the moment of defeat it appeared to those who saw the
title like a jibe against the French, but Herve called it an expression
of solidarity by a Frenchman who was “with Hitler in his heart, with
the man, with the German patriot.” In the following issue on June
17, consisting of a single page, Hervé denounced the «factional
parliamentary regime » of the Third Republic, attacked the
Versailles Treaty of 1919, and declared his support for Hitler’s
claims. He then went farther, calling for fraternity among peoples,
and in his issue of June 19, he advocated “a federation of all
European nations, large or small, and free from the subjugation of a
single one.” Understandably, the next issue (June 20) was La
Victoire’s last.

2. Le Matin
Le Matin, which had last appeared on June 11, reemerged on June
17 as a two-page edition. Its return was due to the efforts of its
Argentine owner, the wealthy octogenarian Maurice Bunau-Varilla,
who was a Nazi sympathizer. In this he was encouraged by Roger
Langeron, the préfet de police, who believed that the return of the
press would contribute to stability and wrote a letter published in Le
Matin to say so. Le Matin responded by praising the government for
its spirit of dignity and serenity in putting an end to "the pervasive
and ultimately poisonous influence of Jews in French society." The
paper’s first editor was Jean Luchaire, famous for the couch on
which he executed his numerous seductions. His successor, Jacques
Ménard, took to closing his editorials with the salutation “Heil
163

La Victoire, 23 juillet 1936.

82

Hitler.” By July Le Matin was selling over half a million copies
daily, and like the mass circulation dailies that followed (Paris-Soir,
Le Petit Parisien) they rewarded their German paymasters by
trumpet calls of a global Jewish conspiracy and a little later of
communist treachery.164

3. Les Dernières Nouvelles de Paris
Only three days behind Le Matin, on June 20, a new daily entered
the fray. Les Dernières Nouvelles de Paris opened with a onepage issue, carrying the subtitle “Organe de reprise économique et
d’information.” The term "d'information" was dropped after the first
day. Its call was clear: “Let’s put an end to the differences of opinion
among us. We think that only work can bring the desired remedy.
We are working. Do as we do.” In its third issue it expanded to two
pages, and then in August to four pages, with one page reserved for
Sports, the Home, and Styles. Already, by early July, its circulation
had reached 100,000. Among subjects that attracted particular
attention was its publication on July 1 of a clip of news from the
Swedish news agency Svenska Dagbladet, together with a report
from the SNCF announcing a partial resumption of train services. On
July 21, it reported on the Democratic Convention in the United
States, when the Democratic Party announced its policy: “We will
not allow our forces to fight on foreign soil unless the United States
is first attacked.” Les Dernières Nouvelles closed down on
September 16, after less than two months in operation, having been
“sourdement torpillées par des combinards masqués,” as it annonced
without further explanation.165

4.

La France au Travail

For Paris under Nazi occupation to have a voice on the left, and as
early as June 20, is testament to the intelligence of Otto Abetz, the
German ambassador to Paris. It was to allow the left maximum
freedom within the bounds of Nazi interests that Abetz sent a
message to the Militärbefehlshaber on July 15, 1940, and then sent
the same message to Adolf Hitler on July 20:
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-

It is imperative to diversify the French press as much as
possible, while keeping it always in line with German foreign
policy.

-

The French press should be as varied as possible, to avoid
giving the French the impression that the German authorities
are supporting only the right-wing parties.166

The result was that the French collaborationist press that stayed in
Paris, rather than move to the Vichy Zone, was to show a remarkable
diversity of viewpoint. The purpose of allowing a voice on the left
was to woo workers away from the PCF. This “ersatz Humanité,” as
La France au Travail was known, thus entered the competition
before the end of June, setting itself up on la rue Montmartre in the
premises of L’Humanité. To an extent Abetz succeeded, for the new
daily had reached by August 1940 a circulation of over 180 000
copies.167 The editorial team was of diverse origin. Its founder was
the far-right lawyer André Picard, who introduced a strident antiSemitism into it, and its first director was the Swiss fascist Georges
Oltramare, who adopted the name of Charles Dieudonné and
described later how he built his staff out of “unrecognized geniuses,
intellectuals on the dole, gossip penny-a-liners, hacks, and others
that came soliciting.”168 Like L’Œuvre, its orientation was
anticapitalist and it quickly parted ways with Vichy though not with
Pétain in person. This journal was replaced on November 10, 1941
by La France Socialiste.

5.

La Gerbe

The weekly literary review La Gerbe was one more Parisian journal
that owed its creation to the ambassador Otto Abetz, who readily
gave his support to the Catholic novelist Alphonse de Châteaubriant.
The latter had visited Germany in 1936, had met Hitler at
Berchtesgaden, and retained afterwards a quasi-mystical, if not
crackpot, vision of Nazism. The staff of La Gerbe was composed of
reliable collaborationists, many of them pre-war members of the
Comité France-Allemagne. This would explain why La Gerbe,
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unlike the daily papers, was virtually independent of the press
agencies whose news coverage was supervised with great care.
La Gerbe first appeared on July 11, 1940, with the subtitle
“Hebdomadaire de la Volonté Française”. The opening issue carried
an account of Châteaubriant’s interview with Pétain to explain how
collaboration would be “a network of complementary
activities.” Collaboration was to be defended in a variety of ways:
“Allied in the action, rather than remaining a satellite in the defeat,”,
or « We collaborate, and that’s a life guarantee.” The weekly at its
best consisted of 12 pages. The front page carried a signed editorial
that focused on a current topic, and thus set the tone. Then came the
German dispatches. Page 2 carried a cartoon, usually political, and
below it the talk of the town. Pages 3 and 4 covered books, plays and
films. Then came cooking, women's sections, and serialized fiction.
Circulation rose quickly, to 135,000 in October 1940, in the month
that Châteaubriant organized another movement, “Les Gerbes
Françaises”. The fact that he could attract a wide range of readers
was due to the wide range of his contributors, who varied in quality
from mediocrities without employment to the literary giants of the
age.169
The Épuration would not be kind to the Groupe Collaboration
formed around La Gerbe. Châteaubriant was sentenced to death but
managed to escape to Austria, where he started to write his “spiritual
testament” until he died of illness in May 1951. Camille Fégy
(pseudonym of Jean Meillonnas), who served as the weekly’s first
editor, had been one of the founders in 1920 of Jeunesses
Communistes. He had later abandoned the PCF to join the PPF of
Doriot. In June 1945 he was sentenced to life imprisonment as hard
labor.

6.

Paris-Soir

Paris-Midi and Paris-Soir, both owned by the industrialist Jean
Prouvost, were essentially two editions of the same paper, of center169
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left tendency. On June 6, 1940, Prouvost was appointed Minister of
Information in the government of Paul Reynaud. On June 11, ParisSoir published its last issue before its directors and the editorial team
fled south with the government. On June 19, Prouvost was named
Haut-Commissaire à l’Information in the first Pétain cabinet, a post
from which he resigned on July 10 when Pétain was invested with
full powers. As for his evening newspaper, it split into two: an
edition in the Zone Sud which called itself “le véritable Paris-Soir,”
and an edition in Paris which Prouvost disavowed.
In its offices in Paris at 37 rue du Louvre, none remained of the
editorial staff but the young Alsatian office boy Schiesslé, who now
took charge of the reconstruction of the journal. It was on the request
of Lieutenant Weber, the former correspondent of the Deutsches
Nachrichten Büro, that Paris-Soir was authorized to reappear. The
ambitious Schiesslé, who was also naïf and easily manipulated by
Weber, found himself in the post of provisional director. He
nevertheless proved himself a good organizer. He had to build a new
team, and he quickly attracted Albert-Charles Morice, from Le Petit
Parisien. The vacances on the staff created by journalists who had
been drafted and were now held in Germany as prisoners of war had
to be filled, and Albert Camus was among those who found work in
Paris-Soir.170
The first issue appeared on July 12, proclaiming itself “Un journal
français, rédigé par des Français.” While it consisted of only two
pages, it was much more attractive than its competitors. On August
10 it increased its size to four pages, with serial novels (romans
feuilletons). The new Paris-Soir insisted that it was not a German
newspaper: it was thoroughly French and Paris itself was still
fundamentally French. “Policing in Paris is done by Frenchmen…
Life in the theatre and cabarets has returned, thanks to French people.
Paris is still Paris.”171 It also offered a popular service: for 50 francs
a line, one could put an announcement in the column on the back
page (which sometimes filled a third of the page) in the hope of
locating a lost relative or friend. Circulation swelled. In August
1940, it rose to 833,000172 and reached almost 1 million.173 The
170

RIDING 2011 p. 292. Camus himself had driven one of the cars in the convoy that had fled
from Paris.
171
DRAKE 2015 p. 79.
172
BELLANGER/GODECHOT/GUIRAL/TERROU 1975 p. 43.
173
RIDING 2011 p. 69.

86

success of this daily was due to its splashy format. In September its
editorials began to disappear. In November a palace revolution
resulted in the replacement of Schiesslé by Eugène Gerber, a man of
the press but also a theatre impresario, and he kept his post through
to the Liberation.

7. Au Pilori
The most scurrilous of all Paris journals had been founded in 1938
by Henri-Robert Petit, a lawyer. It was then a monthly, bore the title
Pilori and had its plant on the rue Argenteuil. The Marchandeau
decree of 1939, which outlawed anti-Semitic propaganda, put an end
to the journal. With the German arrival in 1940, Petit had no
difficulty in obtaining permission from Abetz for the journal to
reappear, this time as a weekly, with the sous-titre : “Hebdomadaire
de combat contre le judéo-marxisme,” later “Hebdomadaire de
combat pour la défense des intérêts français.” Throughout the
Occupation the staff would operate in the private home, at 43 rue du
Monceau, of the Kraemer family, antique dealers originally in
Alsace. The first issue in its new series appeared on July 12, 1940.
A group known as Le Jeune Front, founded by Robert Hersant, took
charge of its distribution. Its most noteworthy contributors were
Céline, né Louis-Ferdinand Destouches, living on rue Girardon,
Montmartre, and Henri Labroue, a Sorbonne professor. In August it
launched a series of articles on the theme “The Jews must pay for the
war or die.” In September the lawyer Petit was ousted from the
management by Jean Lastandi de Villani, a host of the pro-Nazi
circle Grand Pavois, who made it the organ of his movement, La
Rénovation française. In early October Au Pilori gave the fullest
coverage to the exhibition at the Petit Palais on the evil of
Freemasons. Au Pilori had already called for the names and
addresses of all Freemasons to be displayed at their local town hall
and on their respective front doors and places of work, accompanied
by lurid accounts of their alleged activities. On October 10, Paul
Riche (pseudonym of Jean Mamy) wrote a column for Au Pilori in
which he referred to Gallimard as a “chef de bandits” and to La
Nouvelle Revue Française comme “une bande de racailles.” In
November Au Pilori began publishing the names and addresses of
the Masonic members, preceded by an editorial that called them the
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“murderers of France.” At the end of the Occupation Au Pilori still
had a circulation of 65,000 copies.174

8.

L’Illustration

The weekly L’Illustration withdrew in June to Bordeaux, but René
Baschet and Robert de Beauplan took it upon themselves to reopen
in Paris. Its first issue under the Occupation, on August 17, sold
40.000, compared with sales in 1939 of 200.000.175 The capital’s
new look, with horse-drawn vehicles replacing buses and taxis, was
a development much applauded in an article headed « Resurrection
1900 » which nevertheless warned of the potential health hazard of
animal droppings.176 In October 1940, when the Anti-Masonic
Exhibition opened in the Petit Palais, drawing 900 000 visitors
according to the organizers,177 it provided L’Illustration with a
special issue, amply illustrated together with a review by Jacques de
Lesdain.178

9.

Aujourd’hui

No sooner had Abetz financed the launching of La Gerbe than he
gave support to another literary journal, Aujourd’hui. His design was
to “keep the Paris literary market bright and fresh for intellectuals.”
If La Gerbe was a weekly for the collaborationist right, Aujourd’hui
would be a daily for the collaborationist left, though among its
collaborators (Jean Anouilh, Marcel Aymé, Galtier Boissière and
Henry Troyat) were those who wrote for both. A row with the
German censor delayed the daily’s opening for a month, allowing La
Gerbe to develop its base. On September 10, the first issue of
Aujourd’hui appeared with the message: « Français, nos Frères.
Nous sommes doublement compatriotes puisque nous sommes de
France et d’Aujourd’hui. » Under its first editor, the socialist Henry
Jeanson, it quickly created controversy. His first editorial carried his
usual socialist tone. Defeat in the war, he wrote, should also have
freed France from the grip of trusts, banks and Radical Socialists.
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Both the German authorities and Pétain personally were at first in
favour of denunciations. Both parties then changed their minds. The
Gestapo was inundated with anonymous accusations and stopped
reading them. Pétain for his part became aware that the Germans
were mocking the French as a nation of tattle-tales. Robert Desnos,
on the staff of Aujourd’hui, responded at once with an article entitled
“J’irai le dire à la Kommandantur,” appealing to the need to show “a
sense of dignity.”
Both the German and the Italian news communiques were published
daily. These carried the strident language of Axis propaganda to
convey the image of Italian victories in Africa, and of incessant
German blows upon an ever-weakening Britain. As regard to internal
politics, Aujourd’hui freely criticized Vichy, scorning its treatment
of the French civilian and military leaders held in the Château de
Chazeron prior to their trial in Riom. It nevertheless quoted Paul
Derval, the director of the Folies-Bergère cabaret, who gushed that
everybody had a duty to put his trust in Pétain and follow him. Side
by side with this, Aujourd’hui advocated some relief. L’Aiglon, a
cabaret that had recently reopened on the Champs-Elysees, was
mentioned as a place “where you can forget the tough difficulties of
the present time.” On October 7, Jeanson wrote: “This journal is a
child of misfortune.” In November, writing an article on the
concentration camps in France, he sided with those unjustly arrested,
and added: “That’s where they should send Déat!” When Jeanson
compounded his crime by refusing to attack Jews, it spelt the end of
his mandate as editor of Aujourd’hui. His last issue was that of
November 21, 1940. The next day his place was taken by Georges
Suárez, who confined Jeanson to literary issues and banned him from
politics. A new Aujourd’hui was born. Suárez made his meaning
clear in his first editorial, with its title: “Pétain et la Démocracie, il
faut choisir”, insisting that it was the Third Republic, and not
« France » that had plunged the country into war. Aujourd’hui thus
became clearly more Vichyist and more pro-German as the war went
on. Its circulation would soon suffer from the departure of Jeanson:
a drop from 110 000 daily in 1940 to 65 000 daily in 1941.
10. L’Œuvre
Marcel Déat, a socialist turned fascist, settled at first in Vichy, where
he hoped that Pétain would install a regime similar to that of Salazar

89

in Portugal. He soon concluded that the regime of Pétain was too
reactionary ever to engage fully in the “collaboration européenne.”
He thus left for Paris, and with the immediate help of Otto Abetz,
who saw in Déat just the man he needed, took charge in September
of a daily which, before the war, had been read largely by the secular
Left of the Radical Party. Its editorial line was now that of pro-Nazi
collaboration, doing more than any other paper to defend the policies
of Laval and showing a certain “anti-pétainisme” without engaging
in personal attacks against the Maréchal. Déat thus merited the
subsidy he received from Abetz, and with his encouragement he
worked toward the creation, in January 1941, of the Rassemblement
National Populaire (RNP).

11. Pantagruel
In October 1940, Raymond Deiss, a patriotic music publisher housed
in la Librairie Firmin Didot in the rue Rouget-de-Lisle, just off the
rue de Rivoli, produced the first issue of an “information sheet,”
entitled Pantagruel. The news-sheet, the first underground journal,
declared its opposition to the armistice and its support for General
de Gaulle. The first issue carried the banner: “La victoire de
l’Angleterre sauvera la France.” Sixteen issues of Pantagruel would
appear before Deiss was arrested and deported in 1941 under Nacht
und Nebel.179

12. Le Petit Parisien
At the time the war opened, Le Petit Parisien was proud to proclaim,
under its heading, “le plus lu des journaux du monde entier,” but this
claim would soon be dropped. The journal left Paris in June for
Bordeaux, then very quickly moved to Aurillac, then for a very short
time to Clermont-Ferrand. In October, however, the Germans
succeeded in convincing the family of its owner, Paul Dupuy, to
return to Paris, where Le Matin, previously a smaller paper, was
making inroads into the readership of Le Petit Parisien. This
readership was largely made up of the petite bourgeoisie, workers
and peasants, and the journal became the official voice of the Vichy
regime, or “center-right” in Vichy terms. “No Frenchman or
woman,” it wrote, “will ever forget the debt they owe to Pétain, the
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incarnation of the soul of France…. It is to him, to this pure and noble
man, that France owes her survival at a time when all seemed
lost.”180
Reopening in Paris on October 8, it quickly recaptured its public,
and by January 1941 its circulation reached 1 million.181 At first it
offered general information only, without any particular tendency,
and seemingly less submissive than other papers. Then, after the
Montoire meeting, the tone became clearly collaborationist,
reflecting Paul Dupuy’s pro-German sympathies. Several of the old
staff continued to write for the journal. They included its foreign
affairs writers Lucien Bourguès, André Salmon and Maurice Prax.
In its opening to a cultivated elite, it was ready to welcome
Colette,182 Abel Bonnard, Sacha Guitry, and later (in February 1941,
and only briefly) Brasillach.

13. Le Cri du Peuple
Like L’Oeuvre and Le Reveil du Peuple, Le Cri du Peuple served as
an organ of French fascism, and L’Oeuvre was already in operation
when Jacques Doriot launched Le Cri as the organ of his Parti
Populaire Français (PPF). Five days later, on October 24, 1940,
Hitler and Pétain met at Montoire, and Le Cri predicted that the
conversations could well mark “the end of France’s historical decline
and the start of its recovery.” The masthead of the journal bore the
rallying cry: “To work, its due, its entire due. To capital, its due, no
more than its due.” With a subsidy provided by the propaganda
services of the Militärbefehlshaber, it set up its headquarters at 10,
rue des Pyramides, but its circulation was modest, fluctuating
between 30,000 and 60,000. Among its contributors was Lucien
Rebatet, of Je Suis Partout. Like other collaborationist journals it
greeted with glee the news of Vichy’s anti-Semitic legislation,
triumphantly proclaiming: “The Jews have finally been driven out of
public service!”
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14. Les Nouveaux Temps
Les Nouveaux Temps, an evening paper launched on November 1,
1940, is considered to be the most influential (and best-written) of
all the collaborationist papers. Otto Abetz at the German Embassy
continued to provide almost half its funding, and its director Jean
Luchaire, a very close friend of Pierre Laval and previously at Le
Matin, gladly took control. Abetz rewarded him lavishly. His
venality was known to the point that Jean Galtier-Boissère
pronounced his name “Louche Herr.” He was equally famous for his
promiscuity, symbolized by his couch.
Making its appearance just one week after the Hitler-Pétain meeting
at Montoire, the journal wrote of “a new political harmony now
created between Berlin and Vichy.” Front-page editorials called for
the French to accept “la défaite” and to exercise patience: “The
adversary is resisting with the energy that sprouts from despair. As a
result, the improvements that the French people were expecting
cannot be introduced before Britain is defeated." If Luchaire in Les
Nouveaux Temps did not engage in the same violent discourse that
Déat in L’Œuvre employed against the Vichy ministers, his readers
perceived an approaching fissure between Vichy and Paris. The
journal indulged in a double play on the word Temps in the title of
the journal, for Notre Temps was the name of the pre-war weekly of
Luchaire and Georges Suárez, and at the same time Vichy now had
the old journal Le Temps for itself in the Zone Libre. From the
beginning, the journal's editors had addressed their efforts to the
teaching profession that had been accustomed to reading Le Temps
and which was now showing very little trust in the magazine Notre
Temps. To this end Les Nouveaux Temps published a weekly
"Woman's Page", accompanied by advertisements from the fashion
houses, the hair stylists and the perfume shops.

15. Le Réveil du Peuple
The fortnightly Réveil du Peuple had begun life in 1936 when it
opened as the organ of International Fascist Racism, a party that had
been created two years earlier by Jean Boissel, an architect
and seriously disabled veteran of the First World War. The journal
reemerged on November 1 as the organ of the Front Franc, the new
name of the party. Its first issue carried a slogan by Charles Péguy :
“Rebuild a society that holds to truth, a society of all the people,
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without distinction between the bourgeoisie and the working class.
Such is the rude task to which we are committed.” The
journal itself expressed nothing of this. Strongly anti-Semitic, it ran
a review on November 22, 1940 of the book by Dr Georges
Montandon, Comment reconnaitre et expliquer le Juif (Nouvelles
Éditions Françaises, Paris, 1940), and its response on November 15
to the event at Mers el-Kébir was to call Churchill “a murderer.”

16. Libération-Nord, later Libération-Soir
Even before the appearance of Pantagruel, the first published
expression of resistance was that of Jean Texcier, a socialist who in
August 1940 produced a slim pamphlet entitled Conseils à l’occupé.
Texcier later joined the group that produced the clandestine journal
Libération, which developed under various titles. Founded by
Christian Pineau and Henri Ribière, it ran its first issue on December
1, 1940, consisting of just seven copies. One of these was hidden in
Pineau’s cellar, and the other six sent anonymously to friends, who
were asked to make more copies and pass them on. A total of 190
issues were published, on a weekly basis, and its last issue appeared
on August 14, 1944.

17. Nouvelle Revue Française
The top literary magazine in France, the illustrious monthly NRF,
was suspended in June 1940 and did not appear again until
December. The refusal of Jean Paulhan to serve as its director
beyond its edition of June 1940 allowed Otto Abetz to replace him
with the pro-Nazi novelist Pierre Drieu La Rochelle. Paulhan stayed
away, but Drieu did not fail to enlist the collaboration of Marcel
Aymé, Jacques Chardonne, Lucien Combelle, Bernard Fay, Paul
Morand, and André Salmon. Some among the most prestigious
who appeared in the magazine at least once included Alain, André
Gide, Jean Giono, and Louis Guilloux.
18. L’Atelier
Launched on December 7, L’Atelier183 was very close in thought to
France Socialiste, and the union activists who formed its core
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gained a place of eminence in the collaborationist “presse de
gauche”. Of the six main collaborationist movements in Paris,
L'Atelier chose to latch on to the Rassemblement National Populaire
(RNP) led by Marcel Déat, and dozens of front-page articles show
the directors of L'Atelier standing with Déat during
various conventions, reunions and speeches. Both Déat and L'Atelier
preferred referring to “national socialism” rather than to
“fascism”, and both were among the few voices to employ the word
“socialism” in more than the vaguest terms. The direction and writers
of L'Atelier included previously important leaders of the dissolved
Confédération Générale du Travail such as the anti-communist
Georges Dumoulin, even if he refrained from entering the
RNP. Their calls for “one single party” were never to be realized,
given the fact that Hitler never intended the RNP to be more than a
lever with which to exert pressure on the Vichy government, by
reminding that government that its members could easily be
replaced. L’Atelier thus set out to denounce the Vichy labor code
(Charte de travail) as a capitalist tool and recommended its
replacement by a worker-owner partnership in a corporative system.
As for closer collaboration, the word “collaboration” was used
extensively from the moment of its first issue, and in its notion of the
need to “think European” it went so far as to cite Jean Jaures as a
promoter of collaboration between France and Germany. Anticommunism in L’Atelier was not at first as prevalent as in other
journals, nor was its anti-Semitic propaganda, but both increased
with time, especially the first.

19. La Jeunesse
La Jeunesse, organe de la Génération 40, was a Sunday weekly
created by a group of young people who produced their first issue at
the end of December 1940. Its motto “Pour la Revolution nationale”
placed itself squarely inside the Pétain model, with its emphasis on
family, health, sport and correct behavior. Rhetorical and stylish in
language, it achieved a readership of 45,000 and ran for 18 months.
20. Je Suis Partout
Founded in 1930, this journal had already won a reputation for its
vitriolic anti-Semitism. With the declaration of war, its

94

pacifist/defeatist line had caused it problems. On June 3, 1940,
Georges Mandel, then Minister of the Interior, ordered the arrest of
its publisher, the wealthy Argentine Charles Lesca, and its editor-inchief, Alain Laubreaux, on grounds of intelligence with the enemy.
At the same time, the journal’s star-writer, Robert Brasillach, who
had been inducted into the army, was summoned back for crossexamination. The journal, however, was not outlawed, and it
managed to put out an issue as late as June 7. Restored to freedom
with the arrival of the Germans, the two directors took the necessary
steps with the Nazi authorities to secure the reemergence of their
journal, and for a printing shop it was allowed to share the premises
of Paris-Soir on the rue du Louvre.
The result was that Je Suis Partout reappeared with most of its
prewar staff: Lesca and Laubreaux, assisted by Claude Maubourget
as secretary general. The first issue appeared, surprisingly late, on
February 7, 1941.184 With Laubreaux as theatre critic and Lucien
Rebatet as music critic, the journal included extensive coverage of
the arts. The journal freely attacked Cocteau and Guitry, even though
these writers were on good terms with Abetz, while at the same time
it published excerpts from the work of Jean Anouilh and Marcel
Aymé. Rebatet’s own work, Les Décombres (Denoël, Paris, 1942),
was at once a best seller, and from the bookstore Rive Gauche he
sold in all 250,000 copies.185 Robert Brasillach rejoined them on his
return from captivity in April 1941, and with a boast: “I never had a
single drop of democratic blood in my veins.”186 The assassination
of Marx Dormoy on July 26, 1941 filled him with joy: “This is the
only act of justice carried out since the armistice.”187
The far-right weekly launched its new slogan: “Famille, race,
nation,” thus amending the slogan of the État Français of Pétain,
whom he bitterly criticized for sitting on the fence, but without
breaking with him entirely. Circulation rose, from 100,000 in 1941
to 300 000 in 1944.188 As for Brasillach, on January 10, 1945 he was
sentenced to death for treason, despite the efforts of his legal counsel,
Jacques Isorni. His appeal for clemency to President Charles de
Gaulle fell on deaf ears. It was sent back with the comment, “He
prostituted his pen.”
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EPILOGUE
In the early period of the Occupation, the plan that Otto Abetz had
presented to Hitler in his letter of July 20, 1940 was largely
successful. Within four months, between September 1940 and
January 1941, three journals entered or reentered the scene to give
diversity to the Paris press. The first was Aujourd’hui under the nonconformist Henri Jeanson; the second, L’Oeuvre of Marcel Déat; the
third, a worker’s weekly, L’Atelier.
This arrangement allowed Paris to feel a degree of normalcy,
however small, by having a press that showed certain divergences of
opinion between right and left, expressing ideas that ranged from
vaguely nationalist to vaguely socialist without any of those ideas
troubling in any way the tranquility of the Nazi authorities. This
tranquility could not, of course, last beyond the opening months, and
the Paris press faced the same choice as the Vichy government:
either collaborate more closely or cease to exist.
The Paris collaborationist press died, not with a bang but a
whimper. In the high summer of 1944, its editors and contributors
braced themselves for the Épuration culturelle, … or else fled for
their lives. With the reemergence of a free press in August 1944,
every Vichy-era journal in Paris was brutally closed down … with
the single exception of L’Humanité!
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