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This paper briefly and broadly attempts to summarize some fundamental causes
of Haiti’s ostensible lack of development progress, particularly since the 2010 earthquake
(itself a major impediment, with many believing ıt was the result of western mining
activities and/or HAARP weather manipulation1) and suggests some easy-to-implement
steps forward, as billions of US dollars have flooded into Haiti with little apparent
tangible result—certainly relative to development paradigms like those of Sri Lanka,
Rwanda, or Singapore2. Corruption and mismangement are the usual targets of reproach
and much has been written on the subject—i.e. Jonathan Katz’s The Big Truck That Went
By: How the World Came to Save Haiti and Left Behind a Disaster3 and anthropologist
Tim Schwartz’ 2017 book The Great Haiti Humanitarian Aid Swindle.4 The riots and
looting in Haiti of July 2018 were not only a response to a hike in fuel prices but also a
reaction, particularly by the impoverished, to a lack of improvement in quality of life
pursuant to the influx of abundant foreign funds. Examples of exceptional, sporadic
sustainable progress will also be presented, such as Haiti’s recent installation of
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ubiquitous solar street lights and the many international projects listed on sites such as
https://haiti.ampsite.net/portal/.
In tandem with corruption and mismanagement are the well-known culprits of
over-population, teen birth, poor or no education, harsh climate, rascism, lack of designsavy expertise (particularly relative to housing and infrastructure)—characteristic of
NGO’s and government alike, inadequate time-management, disease, lack of nutrition
and comprehensive medical care, deficit in ‘ethical intelligence’, lack of project
coordination, poor sanitation and effective garbage collection/disposal, a general handsout rather than hands-up policy coupled with a marketing of poverty and, of course,
Haiti’s history of slavery, revolution and abuse set against a mindset or worldview of
superstition (voodoo). Some of these characteristics are rationalized as ‘culture’ (e.g.
‘island time’), along with the deep acceptance and national promulgation of imported
African voodoo, often relied upon as a more affordable means of ‘health care’ and for
psycho-physio-spiritual control over one’s entourage and environment. It is not the
purpose of this paper to expound on these particular problems in depth as again, they
have been documented extensively (see bibliography attached), but rather to empirically
suggest, somewhat controversially, that the underlying fundamental source of the chaos
and poverty could well stem from voodoo (a subject which Katz and Schwartz in their
books largely ignore), and to offer ways forward. This approach is not revolutionary and
has been expouned by others, with little resultant impact or action.5
I argue that while a people’s culture merits acknowledgement and most typically
respect, it is not always imperative to accept that culture or support it. Take, for example,
legalized polygamy or death for apostasy in Saudi Arabia, which in fact find little
tolerance in the western world. Rather, with development, I submit that certain cultural
norms need to be tempered in order to promote a people’s well-being. Female genital
mutilation is another well-documented cultural phonomenon having detrimental impact,
certainly to women and in the western mind. Many do not understand what voodoo is and
argue that it is harmless and even beneficial; missionaries have been trying to expose and
undermine the cult for centuries, possibly employing an injurious approach resulting in
deep-rooted syncretism and confusion. For example, the brutal Spanish ‘Holy’ Inquisition
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with seats in Cartagena, Mexico and Lima slaughtered thousands and had horrendous
effects throughout the Caribbean during a period of more than two hundred years.6 In the
final analysis, however (and there is no justification for the abominable Spanish
Inquisition), were voodoo a positive force, Haiti with all its evident problems as listed
above and extensive negative media coverage does not offer good advertizing for the
practice. While my thesis may warrant debate, I argue that ignoring/supporting the modus
operandi of voodoo can have and is having pernicious consequences (as can the advocacy
of poverty by some Catholic/Christian denominations in the country).
In a nutshell and according to the Merriam-Webster dictionary, voodoo ‘or less
commonly vodou play \vō- dü\ is a religion that is derived from African polytheism
and ancestor worship and is practiced chiefly in Haiti (where it has syncretised with
Roman Catholicism)
2a : a person who deals in spells and necromancy
b (1) : a sorcerer's spell : HEX
(2) : a hexed object : CHARM ’ 7

Despite Africa’s vast resources, such as abundant diamond and platinum deposits, much
of the continent also remains largely impoverished. Of heuristic value is the neuropsychological example of the “nocebo” in which the power of negative suggestion is
experientially shown to be much greater than the power of positive suggestion.8 For
proponents of the Judeo-Christian worldview, reversal of voodoo’s surreptitious,
backstabbing toxic effects requires the input of spiritual leaders or pastors with
substantial experience in deliverance from the occult. The possibility of nefarious
repercussions from voodoo (with the claim that souls were sold to the devil for freedom
from slavery in 18049) must, I argue, be considered by the enquiring mind and again, is
not a new perspective on Haiti’s precarious situation.10
There is a principle which is a bar against all information, which is proof
against all arguments, and which cannot fail to keep a man in everlasting
ignorance—that principle is contempt prior to investigation.11
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Moving forward, and rather than belabour the numerous afore-mentioned issues, a
few solutions are offered below--not necessarily ‘politically correct’ or in a particular
chronological order and just this author’s recommendations (presumptuous as they may
be), after spending an academic year in Haiti as a Fulbright professor in afiliation with U
Quısqueya (2017-18). The suggestions are practical and in theory affordable and
straightforward, and can be implemented concurrently and/or sequentially:

1. Sustainable mining
Given Haiti’s extraordinary resources of gold, iridium, oil etc,12 mining
proposals/estimates for financial deals along the lines of what ARAMCO has
done for Saudi Arabia can be obtained from reliable environmentally-sensitive
commercial mining companies with a list of development priorities set from
resulting implementation and income—schools, clinics, ınfrastructure, social
housing, power etc to address the above-listed issues—while training and
including locals (potentially an enforcable legal requirement). To date the
mining sector has been imbroiled in corruption and thwarted--even obscured-by shady politicians and businessmen.

https://www.newmont.com/sustainability/environment/default.aspx
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2. Solar energy

Solar energy is a practical reponse to erratic and expensive electricity and
soaring fuel prices--as mentioned already it has a successful track record in
Haiti as exemplified by the widespread solar-powered street lighting (also
instrumental in reducing crime). The new Mirebalais Hospital
(Hôpital Universitaire de Mirebalais) sponsored by Partners in Health uses
solar power exemplararily. Small domestic solar panels can be effectively
employed to run fans and television sets (television being a notoriously
effective form of birth control) and could similarly be produced locally, as
could inexpensive solar garden lamps (which can be brought indoors at night
to provide light). Theft is a major concern for Haitians which yet more ample
solar-powered street lighting should help ameliorate. Solar plants might also
be introduced as a vast source of income and power throughout the region.
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3. Street signage and garbage cans

Street signage facilitates development and efficiency for all the obvious
reasons. As with solar power, abundant jobs result and Haitians are
remarkable, artistic craftsmen who could readily fabricate attractive, clear,
helpful signs and other graphics (e.g. street maps), along with garbage cans
(from recycled oil drums)—which need to be placed every 30 feet in order for
people to use them,13 mail boxes, street furntiture, bus/tap-tap stops, shading
devices, street numbers, and numerous other ‘urban accessories’.
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4. Garbage collection, recycling and disposal

Cleanliness and sanitation and the promotion thereof do much to improve selfesteem and eliminate disease like typhoid, diptheria, cholera, and mosquitoborne illness (as do window screens and bed nets in the case of malaria, zika,
dengue and chikungunya). Free vaccinations are a necessity; currently they
are often available but corrupt health care workers charge locals for the
service, with the population at-large consequently going without. State-of-theart environmental impact statements have been produced by USAID and
related agencies towards cleaning up the vast amounts of garbage but
implementation has been slow or non-existent.
New technologies exist to recycle garbage into road repair and construction.14
Funds can be deployed to hire commercial companies expert in this area on a
daily basis (while training and organizing locals) rather than distributed to
NGOs who spend much of their budgets on their own ‘overhead’, needs,
comfort and security. Better landfills (currently river beds are utilized and
garbage is everywhere) and incineration options can be identified as recycling
initiatives get underway. Recently Miami donated seven garbage trucks to
Port-au-Prince; far more are needed.15
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5. Rain-water harvesting and potable water sourcing

Clean water is a huge problem for Haiti and while there is some evidence of
rain water harvesting and storage more needs to be done—currently indoor
tanks often serve as mosquito-breeding devices. New technologies like ‘Water
From Air’ (e.g. https://ecoloblue.com) can be explored for dry seasons, and
again, appropriate commercial companies can be hired with funds generated
from mining and, hopefully, revived tourism (as opposed to heavy reliance on
NGOs and government agencies).

https://www.pinterest.com/markragel/rain-water-harvesting/
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6. Introduction of bathrooms, kitchens, public toilets and bath houses with
education re use

Haiti has well-educated professional architects, engineers and planners who
have studied and written about this area extensively and can be readily
employed to further development.16 NGOs usually import their own design
teams (if any) who often poorly understand the local climate and living habits
of the Haitian people. Additionally, resentment is created because local
16
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professionals are typically ignored (most nations require foreign architects to
incorporate local architects on their teams—a stipulation disregarded in Haiti).
An apt example is the Prince Charles Foundation masterplan for Port-auPrince by Miami-based DPZ Architects17 or London AA’s Haiti Bamboo
Initiative (AAVS Bamboo Lab),18 which has revealingly failed to inspire
further bamboo construction in the country.
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7. Education

Schools and free education for all through high school and beyond, as in many
western countries, could be financed from mining and solar power generation
(power supplied and sold to other regions of the world as well as locally).
Education is obvious and key, and many remarkable and ethical NGOs have
launched school projects (e.g. Three Angels, Help for Haiti), but far more
educational facilities, at all levels, are needed. On the subject of education, a
colleague and long-time aid worker (who prefers to remain anonymous)
writes:
Hi, Marga. I have read your draft paper… sigh… I think every day about this,
but always, I am but a poor engineer… The fact is that for me personally, I
find it very sad to be here and watch what goes on here. And so close to the
shores of our own country. For me, it’s clear that political corruption from the
entrenched upper class is the key here. From this flows the next level of
corruption within government that stifles the government will to provide
organization, planning, management, use and protection of national natural
and human resources and to provide basic government services. I believe that
this situation will never be ameliorated without the education of the people
because the people need to know how to approach, form and demand from
17
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their own government, the services and the management it needs to provide. I
can only believe that the people are uneducated as it is not in the interest of
the upper economic class to change the status quo. All the rest of it, health
care, infrastructure, etc., is secondary to educating the people. (23 July 2018)
8. Infrastucture & Public Transportation

An anecdote from Sri Lanka is telling: After the tsunami in 2004 the Sri Lankan
Red Cross took $500,000,000 they had been donated in relief funds and deposited
the amount in a Swiss bank to collect interest. Five years later they used the funds
on infrastucture and today Sri Lanka has vastly improved roads, basic facilities
and capital equipment. While the donations were not spent on tsunami victims as
intended (not to be condoned), the money at least went back into the country and
the population-at-large profited from the improvements.19 Elsewhere in the
Caribbean islands (e.g. Barbados, Martinique, The Bahamas), a network of airconditioned buses or mini-buses addresses health, efficiency and safety issues
which the Haitian tap-tap (adapted pickup truck) and moto-taxi do not. Electric
and/or solar-powered vehicles would do much to counter cost and air pollution.

9. Investment in design and construction

NGOs and government alike rarely employ architects, preferring to oversee
projects themselves. The results are, very visibly, disastrous, and rather than
economize by eliminating professional architectural input, much more is spent
producing post-disaster ghost towns or on remedial work. Design moves like antiearthquake cross-bracing and/or integrated wall systems, elevation and/or piles
against flooding, curvilinearity against lateral wind force (e.g. hurricanes),
window and door screens against mosquitoes, and aesthetics to instill a sense of
pride and well-being are seriously neglected. While profit from mining and solar
plants could support social housing, there is little investment in construction and
precarious informal settlements abound. Haiti has fine architecture schools but
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architects are typically overlooked and even belittled despite the country’s dire
need for the profession.

These simple observations and recommended steps towards rapid development in
Haiti are presented in an effort to cut through the quagmire and encourage progress,
particularly given recent unrest. The current lamentable situation of the impoverished in
Haiti is not sustainable, with political correctness regarding counterproductive, occultish
aspects of cultural heritage a major contributory stumbling block---tantamount to
justifying precarious building typologies because they constitute a cultural norm.

l'Université Quisqueya (uniQ), Port-au-Prince, Haiti
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